
STIRLING COUNCIL

MINUTES of MEETING of the INTERIM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE held in
VIEWFORTH, STIRLING on TUESDAY 3 OCTOBER 1995

Present:-

Councillor J PATERSON (in the Chair)

Councillor Margaret BRISLEY
Councillor Thomas COLL
Councillor Ann DICKSON
Councillor Keith HARDING
Councillor Pat KELLY

Councillor Ian LAMBIE
Councillor Catherine ORGAN
Councillor Ann STRANG
Councillor Duncan THOMSON
Councillor Ian WYLES

In Attendance:-

Mr R S Jack, Director of Civic Services
Mr G Jeyes, Director of Education Services
Ms B Thompson, Head of Communication
Mr K Yates, Chief Executive

EX17 MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE INTERIM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 20
SEPTEMBER 1995

Decision

Approved the Minutes of the Interim Executive Committee of 20 September 1995 as
a correct record.

Matters Arising

Heads of Service Posts – Social Work and Housing

It was agreed that the timescales for interviews for these posts would now be as
follows:-

Shortleet – Thursday 19 October 1995 at 10.00 am
Interviews – Thursday 26 October 1995 at 9.15 am for 9.30 am

EX18 THE FUTURE OF SCOTTISH PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

A report by the Director of Education Services provided details of the Government’s
proposals to introduce a voucher based scheme for pre-school education in
Scotland.  Information was provided on the implications of such a scheme within
Stirling particularly in respect of rural pre-school provision.  The Scottish Office
Education Department had written to seek views on the voucher scheme and Stirling
Council’s proposed response was contained within the Director of Education’s report.



Motion

(1) That this Council supports the proposed response contained within the report
by the Director of Education Services.

(2) That further discussions be requested with the Scottish Office Education
Department as a matter of urgency in view of the effect which the voucher
scheme would have on rural communities, the unrealistic timescale for
consultation and the serious financial implications for the authority.

(3) That in the meantime the Council welcomes the Government’s commitment to
enhanced nursery provision but rejects the voucher scheme as being of no
relevance to the most vulnerable people in society, low income earners and
the unemployed.

Moved by Councillor Strang, seconded by Councillor Kelly.

Amendment

That this Council seeks discussions with the Scottish Office regarding the possibility
of delivering a pilot voucher based scheme.

Moved by Councillor Harding, seconded by Councillor Organ.

Decision

(1) On a division the motion was carried against the amendment by 7 votes to 3.

(2) Accordingly, the following recommendations were agreed:-

(1) That this Council supports the proposed response contained within the
report by the Director of Education Services.

(2) That further discussions be requested with the Scottish Office
Education Department as a matter of urgency in view of the effect
which the voucher scheme would have on rural communities, the
unrealistic timescale for consultation and the serious financial
implications for the authority.

(3) That in the meantime the Council welcomes the Government’s
commitment to enhanced nursery provision but rejects the voucher
scheme as being of no relevance to the most vulnerable people in
society, low income earners and the unemployed.

(Reference – Report by Director of Education Services dated 26 September 1995,
together with SOED letter dated 15 August 1995, submitted).



EX19 CHILDREN’S HEARING SYSTEM

From 1 April 1995, responsibility for establishing and maintaining Children’s Panels
and Children’s Panel Advisory Committees (CPACs) would be passed to the new
Councils.  Consequently, the Scottish Office had asked the new Councils to turn their
attention to the constitution of the CPAC in their area and to its administrative and
financial support.

A report by the Director of Civic Services outlined the role and function of the
Children’s Panel and of the Children’s Panel Advisory Committee and provided
information on the role of the local authority within the Children’s Panel system.

The existing Children’s Panel Advisory Committee had expressed its preference for a
single CPAC covering Stirling, Falkirk and Clackmannanshire to continue beyond 31
March 1996 for reasons of co-ordination and effectiveness.

Decision

Agreed:-

(1) in view of the comments received by the Clerk to the existing Children’s Panel
Advisory Committee (CPAC) to approach the Falkirk and Clackmannanshire
Councils with a view to establishing a joint CPAC with shared financial and
administrative support; and

(2) to advise the Scottish Office Social Work Services Group of the Committee’s
decision.

(Reference – Report by Director of Civic Services dated 26 September 1995,
submitted).
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