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STIRLING COUNCIL 

MINUTES of MEETING of STIRLING COUNCIL held in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
VIEWFORTH, STIRLING on THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2016 at 6.00 pm 

Present: 
Provost Mike ROBBINS (in the Chair) 

Councillor Neil BENNY 
Councillor Alistair BERRILL 
Councillor Johanna BOYD 
Councillor Margaret BRISLEY 
Depute Convener Callum CAMPBELL 
Councillor Martin EARL 
Councillor Scott FARMER 
Councillor Danny GIBSON 
Councillor Alycia HAYES 
Councillor John HENDRY 
Councillor Graham HOUSTON 

Councillor Graham LAMBIE 
Councillor Alasdair MACPHERSON 
Councillor Corrie McCHORD 
Councillor Gerry MCLAUGHLAN 
Councillor Ian MUIRHEAD 
Councillor Mark RUSKELL 
Councillor Christine SIMPSON 
Councillor Jim THOMSON 
Councillor Violet WEIR 
Councillor Fergus WOOD 

In Attendance 

Stewart Carruth, Chief Executive 
Claire Dunbar, Committee Officer, Corporate Operations 
David Leng, Director of Children, Young People & Education 
Jane Menzies, Senior Manager – Community & Place, Communities & Partnerships 
Gerard O’Sullivan, Director of Corporate Operations 
Liam Purdie, Assistant Head of Social Services, Social Services 
Brian Roberts, Senior Manager - Infrastructure, Corporate Operations 
Kirsty Scott, Communications, Marketing and Events Manager, Chief Executive’s Office 
Sandy Sneddon, Service Manager (Child Protection), Social Services 
Val de Souza, Head of Social Services 
Robert Steenson, Director of Housing & Environment 
Iain Strachan, Chief Governance Officer, Corporate Operations (Clerk) 
Karen Swan, Committee Support Officer, Corporate Operations 
Gregor White, Communications Officer, Chief Executive’s Office 

Apologies 

An apology for absence had been received on behalf of Stacey Burlet, Director of 
Communities and Partnerships. 

SC444 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 

SC445 URGENT BUSINESS 

There were no items of urgent business. 



N:\DEMSUPP\NEWDECISIONS\SCOUNCIL\MINUTES\2016\SC20160303.DOC 

SC446 MINUTES 

Decision 

(a) Stirling Council – 10 December 2015 

The Minutes of the Meeting of Stirling Council held on 10 December 2015 

were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.  

(b) Parental Appeals Panel – 7 January 2016 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parental Appeals Panel held on 7 January 

2016 were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.  

(c) Local Review Body – 26 January 2016 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Local Review Body held on 26 January 

2016 were approved as a correct record of proceedings.  

SC447 WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Four written questions had been received in terms of Standing Order 41.  The 
questions and answers are attached at Appendix 1 to these Minutes. 

The Members who had put the written questions were allowed one supplementary 
question and the supplementary questions and answers are also included in 
Appendix 1. 

SC448 QUESTION TIME 

In terms of Standing Order 48, Members had the opportunity to put questions to the 
Provost, the Leader of the Council, any Portfolio Holder or Committee Convener or 
Chair of any Panel as appropriate regarding any business included in the Volume of 
Minutes circulated with the agenda for the meeting. 

The following questions were put:- 

Councillor Alasdair MacPherson - Minutes of Meeting of the Community 
Planning & Regeneration Committee held on 26 November 2015 (CR157 – 
Memorial to Polmaise Miners) 

The Convener of the Community Planning & Regeneration Committee agreed to 
obtain a progress update for Councillor MacPherson on the range of measures to 
commemorate the cultural and economic heritage of the eastern villages, initially 
approved by Council on 11 October 2012, which were due for completion by end 
April 2016.  
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Councillor Mark Ruskell - Minutes of Meeting of Stirling Council held on 10 
December 2015 (SC423 - Question Time) 

The Convener of the Environment & Housing Committee agreed to ask the 
Sustainable Development Team to advise Councillor Ruskell (a) whether the Council 
was still unable to issue a contract for the 5MW solar farm and (b) if so, how much 
money the Council has lost because of this. 

SC449 DISTRICT OF STIRLING LICENSING BOARD VACANCY 

A report submitted by the Director of Corporate Operations invited Council to make 
an appointment to fill a vacancy on the District of Stirling Licensing Board. 

The Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 provided that “where there is a vacancy in the 
membership of a Licensing Board, the relevant council must, at their first meeting 
after the vacancy arises, hold an election to fill the vacancy”. 

No nominations were received. 

Decision 

It was noted that a report inviting Council to make an appointment to fill the remaining 
vacancy on the District of Stirling Licensing Board would be included in the agenda 
for the next Council meeting and subsequent meetings until this appointment was 
agreed. 

(Reference: Report by Director of Corporate Operations, dated 5 February 2016, 
submitted) 

SC450 APPOINTMENTS TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS 

A report submitted by the Director of Corporate Operations asked Council to consider 
making appointments to various outside bodies or arms-length organisations as 
undernoted:- 

On 23 November 2015, a letter had been received from Paragon Housing 
Association Limited, outlining a rule change proposal that had led them to review 
membership categories and the composition of their Management Committee. 
Councillor Christine Simpson currently sat as the Stirling Council Member on that 
Committee. 

All four Council appointees as Directors of Active Stirling Limited, - Councillors Martin 
Earl, John Hendry, Mike Robbins and Mark Ruskell - had recently tendered their 
resignations from the Board of that company. 

Councillor Alycia Hayes had tendered her resignation as a Trustee of the Stirling 
Smith Art Gallery and Museum. 

The retiral of the former Chief Governance Officer had left a vacancy for a Council 
officer to sit on the Boards of each of Stirling Waterfront NHT 2011 LLP and 
Steadfast Homes LLP, two limited liability partnerships established by the Council 
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under the Scotland wide National Housing Trust initiative, an initiative which was to 
assist local authorities to deliver additional mid-market rental properties in their areas. 

The report also suggested that Council might wish to consider delegating any officer 
appointments to outside bodies or arms-length organisations to the Chief Executive. 

The Council considered each of the officer recommendations in order. 

It was agreed without the need for a roll call vote that the Council would cease formal 
involvement with the Management Committee of Paragon Housing Association 
Limited. 

Notice of an Amendment was given in respect of recommendation 2.2 and it was 
therefore agreed to debate that after all of the other recommendations had been 
disposed of. 

Councillor Fergus Wood had indicated his willingness to take up the position of 
Trustee of the Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum vacated by Councillor Hayes. 
This was agreed. 

Councillor Wood, seconded by Councillor Hayes, then nominated Councillor Gerry 
McLaughlan to take Councillor Wood’s place as named substitute member.  This was 
also agreed. 

It was agreed, without the need for a roll call vote, to appoint the Chief Governance 
Officer as a Council representative on the Boards of each of Stirling Waterfront NHT 
2011 LLP and Steadfast Homes LLP. 

It was agreed, without the need for a roll call vote, to delegate it to the Chief 
Executive to make any officer appointments to outside bodies and arms-length 
organisations and authorise the Chief Governance Officer to make the necessary 
changes to the Scheme of Delegation. 

Councillor Benny proposed that any such appointments made by the Chief Executive 
should be published in the Council’s Information Bulletin.  This was also agreed. 

The Council then went on to debate recommendation 2.2. 

Motion 

“Not to appoint any members as Directors of Active Stirling Limited at this time, but to 
review the same following completion of the forthcoming tendering exercise for the 
provision of sport, physical and leisure services to the Council.” 

Moved by Councillor Corrie McChord, seconded by Councillor Martin Earl 

Amendment 

 “To appoint Councillors Farmer and Thomson as Directors of Active Stirling Ltd.” 

Moved by Councillor Alycia Hayes, seconded by Councillor Gerry McLaughlan 

At this point in the proceedings the Chief Governance Officer reiterated the advice 
set out in the submitted report that Council appointments to Active Stirling Limited at 
this time would cause a clear conflict of interest.  The Chief Executive of Active 
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Stirling had been made aware of that and understood the Council’s position.  In 
response to a question by Councillor Gibson, the Chief Governance Officer confirmed 
that the Amendment was competent, however he would strongly advise against it. 

On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:- 

For the Amendment (9) 

Councillor Scott Farmer 
Councillor Alycia Hayes 
Councillor Graham Houston 
Councillor Graham Lambie 
Councillor Alasdair MacPherson 
Councillor Gerry McLaughlan 
Councillor Ian Muirhead 
Councillor Jim Thomson 
Councillor Fergus Wood 

Against the Amendment (12) 

Councillor Neil Benny 
Councillor Alistair Berrill 
Councillor Johanna Boyd 
Councillor Margaret Brisley 
Councillor Callum Campbell 
Councillor Martin Earl 
Councillor Danny Gibson 
Councillor John Hendry 
Councillor Corrie McChord 
Councillor Mike Robbins 
Councillor Christine Simpson 
Councillor Violet Weir 

Not Voting (1) 

Councillor Mark Ruskell 

The Amendment fell by 12 votes to 9 with 1 Member not voting. 

For the Motion (12) 

Councillor Neil Benny 
Councillor Alistair Berrill 
Councillor Johanna Boyd 
Councillor Margaret Brisley 
Councillor Callum Campbell 
Councillor Martin Earl 
Councillor Danny Gibson 
Councillor John Hendry 
Councillor Corrie McChord 
Councillor Mike Robbins 
Councillor Christine Simpson 
Councillor Violet Weir 
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Against the Motion (9) 

Councillor Scott Farmer 
Councillor Alycia Hayes 
Councillor Graham Houston 
Councillor Graham Lambie 
Councillor Alasdair MacPherson 
Councillor Gerry McLaughlan 
Councillor Ian Muirhead 
Councillor Jim Thomson 
Councillor Fergus Wood 

Not Voting (1) 

Councillor Mark Ruskell 

Decision 

The Motion was carried by 12 votes to 9, with 1 Member not voting, and accordingly 
the Council agreed:- 

1. to cease formal involvement with the Management Committee of Paragon
Housing Association Limited;

2. not to appoint any members as Directors of Active Stirling Limited at this time, but
to review the same following completion of the forthcoming tendering exercise for
the provision of sport, physical and leisure services to the Council;

3. to appoint Councillor Fergus Wood as a Trustee of the Stirling Smith Art Gallery
and Museum to replace Councillor Alycia Hayes and to appoint Councillor Gerry
McLaughlan as a named substitute member;

4. to appoint the Chief Governance Officer as a Council representative on the
Boards of each of Stirling Waterfront NHT 2011 LLP and Steadfast Homes LLP;
and

5. to delegate it to the Chief Executive to make any officer appointments to outside
bodies and arms-length organisations (such appointments to be reported in the
Council’s Information Bulletin) and authorise the Chief Governance Officer to
make the necessary changes to the Scheme of Delegation.

(Reference: Report by Director of Corporate Operations, dated 5 February 2016, 
submitted) 

SC451 BROADBAND DELIVERY GROUP 

One of the Council’s key priorities was to improve upon access to and the speed of 
internet services across the Stirling area.  High-speed internet connectivity was 
crucial to the sustainable development of local economies and the future provision of 
services to communities. 
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The Council had established a Broadband Advisory Group in 2013 with the purpose 
of considering community projects in rural areas which were unlikely to be covered 
by the Digital Scotland Step Change programme.  

A report submitted by the Director of Corporate Operations proposed changes to the 
format of the group – which would change its name to the Broadband Delivery Group 
-  to improve the delivery against the Council’s objectives for broadband connectivity. 
The changes had been considered and approved by the Broadband Advisory Group 
at its meeting on 29 January 2016.  

The Senior Manager (Infrastructure) advised Council that a Broadband Project 
Manager had been appointed to work across Council services, communities, partners 
and broadband network providers to identify and enable solutions to improve 
coverage and the speed of connectivity across the Council area. 

The following points were made by Members during consideration of the report:- 

• There was a need for transparency over how the investment was being spent,
in order to ensure value for money.

• Recommendations regarding the areas most requiring investment would be
made to the Finance & Economy Committee.

• It was hoped that there would be potential for clawback from broadband
providers once connections were up and running, which could then be
reinvested.

• The new Broadband Delivery Group would contact communities proactively in
order to raise its profile/ increase participation/ benefit from local knowledge.

• Although the Council would be targeting areas with no broadband
connectivity, it was important to note that there were still gaps in enabled
areas.

The Council asked that its appreciation of the work currently being carried out by 
community groups be recorded. 

Decision 

The Council agreed:- 

1. to rename the current Broadband Advisory Group, to be called the Broadband
Delivery Group;

2. to expand the remit and membership of the group to include representatives from
the Rural Community Area Forums; and

3. to note that the Broadband Delivery Group would continue to report progress to
the Finance and Economy Committee.

(Reference: Report by Director of Corporate Operations, dated 22 February 2016, 
submitted) 
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SC452 SCOTTISH CARE LEAVERS COVENANT 

The Head of Social Services submitted a report on the Scottish Care Leavers 
Covenant that was launched in October 2015.  It was intended to support corporate 
parents to improve the lives of care leavers.  The Covenant had been co-produced 
by a number of agencies, including Who Cares? Scotland, Barnardos, the Life 
Changes Trust, the Centre for Excellence for Looked After Children in Scotland, the 
Centre for Youth and Criminal Justice and the Scottish Throughcare and Aftercare 
Forum. 

The Covenant called on all corporate parents to endorse its approach and commit to 
uphold and promote its principles, within and across their remits and responsibilities. 

Such endorsement would enable corporate parents to demonstrate their commitment 
to excellence by transforming practice, culture and outcomes for all care leavers. 

Those producing the Covenant stated that endorsing it, and applying its framework 
would support, complement and enhance corporate parenting activity and improve 
consistency of practice and provision across all local authority and health board 
areas. 

The Covenant had been considered by the Social Care and Health Committee at its 
meeting on 21 January 2016, and a decision made to recommend endorsement and 
sign up by full Council.  

During consideration of the report reference was made to the closure of the Glasgow 
Road facility and Councillor Ruskell asked how the Council’s obligations under the 
Covenant would be impacted by the redesign of residential services approved at the 
Council’s budget meeting in February 2016.  The Assistant Head of Social Services 
advised that Glasgow Road was a transitional facility between care and independent 
living.  The 'Staying put' agenda recommends that young people remain in their 
current placement beyond 16 years and progress onto permanent sustainable 
accommodation. Discussions were underway with the housing service regarding 
suitable alternative permanent arrangements in place. 

It was noted that the Council’s community planning partners were also regarded as 
corporate parents. 

 Members agreed that in addition to the recommendation from the Social Care & 
Health Committee:- 

• The Interim Joint Board would be asked to sign the Covenant.

• The Corporate Parenting Group at its meeting in March 2016 would be asked
to consider how best to engage effectively with young people in care.

• Progress against the Covenant would be reported in an Action Plan to the
Social Care & Health Committee and full Council in a year’s time

• Regular briefings would be held for all Elected Members.
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Decision 

The Council agreed to endorse and sign up to the Scottish Care Leavers Covenant. 

(Reference: Report by Head of Social Services, dated 9 February 2016, submitted) 
SC453 KINSHIP CARERS UPDATE REPORT 

The Head of Social Services submitted a report which advised that at its meeting on 
21 January 2016, the Social Care & Health Committee had considered an update on 
Kinship Care and the recent developments in relation to Residence Allowances 
introduced by the Scottish Government in October 2015. 

The Committee agreed to recommend to Council that it approve a change in policy in 
relation to providing ongoing financial support to children and young people who 
move on to Residence Orders. 

The report was welcomed by all Elected Members. 

Decision 

The Council agreed to approve the change in policy in relation to providing ongoing 
financial support to children and young people who moved on to Residence Orders. 

(Reference: Report by Head of Social Services, dated 11 February 2016, submitted) 

SC454 MOTION IN TERMS OF STANDING ORDER 16 

Prior to the Meeting, Elected Members had received supplementary information from 
Officers on the subject of this Motion.  The supplementary information is attached as 
Appendix 2 to these Minutes. 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 90th Birthday Celebrations 

Motion 

“In recognition and celebration of the 90th birthday of our sovereign and Freeman of 
our City, Queen Elizabeth, Council resolves the following:  

To have the portrait of Her Majesty displayed prominently in the main Council 
Chamber of Stirling Council.  

To rename the street currently known as Corn Exchange Road as Queen Elizabeth 
Road in honour of Her Majesty’s 90th birthday and in recognition of her services as 
our country’s longest serving monarch.  

To erect new street signs in the new Queen Elizabeth Road, using, if necessary, 
funds from the civic budget, and to amend the Council’s local street gazetteers 
appropriately. Such details to be undertaken in consultation with the Civic Committee. 

To send the heartfelt best wishes of the Council and the people of Stirling to Her 
Majesty in this her 90th year.”  

Moved by Councillor Neil Benny, seconded by Councillor Martin Earl 
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Amendment 
 
“In recognition and celebration of the 90th birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth, a 
Freeman of Stirling, the Council resolves to: 
 
Acknowledge that the Provost will take the salute at the Royal Gun Salute on 21 
April 2016 at Stirling Castle marking the occasion of Her Majesty’s birthday. 
 
Acknowledge that the Civic Office is participating in the Beacon Lighting ceremony 
at 19.30 on 21 April on the Castle Esplanade and Dumyat. 
 
Remit to the Provost and Baillies any further consideration in connection with the 
90th birthday celebrations. 
 
Reject the suggestion to re-name the historic Corn Exchange Road.” 
 
Moved by Councillor Johanna Boyd, seconded by Councillor John Hendry 
 
 
Procedural Motion 
 
”That the question is now put to the vote.” 
Moved by Councillor Scott Farmer, seconded by Councillor Alycia Hayes 
 
This was put without discussion and voted on by a show of hands, in accordance with 
Standing Orders. 
 
There were 10 in favour of and 12 against the Procedural Motion. 
 
At this point in the proceedings the SNP Group, with the exception of Councillor 
Alasdair MacPherson, left the meeting Chamber.  
 
The Council went on to debate the matter under consideration. 
 
Direct Negative 
 
Councillor Alasdair MacPherson, seconded by Councillor Mark Ruskell, moved the 
Direct Negative. 
 
 
On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:- 
 
For the Amendment (8) 
 
Councillor Johanna Boyd 
Councillor Margaret Brisley 
Councillor Danny Gibson 
Councillor John Hendry 
Councillor Corrie McChord 
Councillor Mike Robbins 
Councillor Christine Simpson 
Councillor Violet Weir 
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Against the Amendment (6) 
 
Councillor Neil Benny 
Councillor Alistair Berrill 
Councillor Callum Campbell 
Councillor Martin Earl 
Councillor Alasdair MacPherson 
Councillor Mark Ruskell 
 
The Amendment was carried by 8 votes to 6 and became the Substantive Motion.  
 
 
For the Substantive Motion (12) 
 
Councillor Neil Benny 
Councillor Alistair Berrill 
Councillor Johanna Boyd 
Councillor Margaret Brisley 
Councillor Callum Campbell 
Councillor Martin Earl 
Councillor Danny Gibson 
Councillor John Hendry 
Councillor Corrie McChord 
Councillor Mike Robbins 
Councillor Christine Simpson 
Councillor Violet Weir 
 
Against the Substantive Motion (2) 
 
Councillor Alasdair MacPherson 
Councillor Mark Ruskell 
 
Decision 
 
The Substantive Motion was carried by 12 votes to 2 and accordingly in recognition 
and celebration of the 90th birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth, a Freeman of Stirling, 
the Council resolved to: 

Acknowledge that the Provost would take the salute at the Royal Gun Salute on 21 
April 2016 at Stirling Castle marking the occasion of Her Majesty’s birthday. 
 
Acknowledge that the Civic Office was participating in the Beacon Lighting 
ceremony at 19.30 on 21 April on the Castle Esplanade and Dumyat. 
 
Remit to the Provost and Baillies any further consideration in connection with the 
90th birthday celebrations. 
 
Reject the suggestion to re-name the historic Corn Exchange Road. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Convener closed the meeting at 7:25 pm 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

QUESTION 1 
 
 
QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR JIM THOMSON FOR ANSWER BY THE 
LEADER OF STIRLING COUNCIL AT THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2016. 
 
 
Question 
 
Nuclear Convoy 
 
A weapons convoy passed through Stirling, most recently in February 2016.  Could you 
advise how much notice Stirling Council received and the cost implication to the Council. 
 
Answer 
 
The routes used during the transportation of defence nuclear material in the UK are 
published by the Ministry of Defence in the Local Authority and Emergency Services 
Information, Annex A.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/361976/LAESI_10.pdf  
 

Stirling Council was notified in the publication of the Local Authority and Emergency 
Services Information on 1 May 2011 (updated 8 October 2014) that a weapons convoy may 
pass through parts of the Stirling Council area.  
 
The Ministry of Defence do not notify Stirling Council when these occurrences happen and 
there are no cost implications for the Council. 
 

Supplementary Question and Answer 

Councillor Thomson raised concerns from constituents who have had their cars forced off 
the road to allow the convoy through.  He then referred to the announcement today by 
Defence Secretary Michael Fallon that monies were to be spent on a replacement for Trident 
nuclear submarines, before the matter had even been debated by Parliament.  The Leader 
of the Council agreed to meet with Councillor Thomson to discuss this further. 
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QUESTION 2 
 
 
QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR GRAHAM LAMBIE FOR ANSWER BY THE 
CONVENER OF THE COMMUNITY PLANNING & REGENERATION COMMITTEE 
AT THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY 3 MARCH 
2016. 
 
 
Question 

 
Joint Use of Schools for Education and Other Services 
 
The Priority Based Budget Option (COP009) was shown in the October PBB options, it did 
not appear as an option in the budget papers last week. 
 
Can the Convener tell me why this option has disappeared and what your intention is 
regarding option COP009. 
 
Answer 
 
The PBB Option COP009 was withdrawn as an individual proposal, with the outcomes and 
benefits of this option now being taken forward as part of 'CMP002 - Community and 
Customer Access and Services'.  This has been done to ensure that library facilities are 
considered in the wider context of community facilities and to ensure that the future local 
provision taken forward is designed in response to the needs of communities.  Feedback 
received in response to the publishing of the previous options in October 2015 was taken 
into consideration with regard to the decision to combine these options, in advance of the 
Council budget meeting in February 2016. 
 

Supplementary Question and Answer 

Councillor Lambie advised that libraries were not specifically mentioned in the wording of 
CMP002.  The Convener of Community Planning & Regeneration Committee confirmed that 
the intention was that they should be included and agreed to meet with Councillor Lambie to 
discuss this further. 
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QUESTION 3 
 
QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR GERRY MCLAUGHLAN FOR ANSWER BY 
THE CONVENER OF THE FINANCE & ECONOMY COMMITTEE AT THE FULL 
COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2016. 
 
 
Question 
 
City Development Framework 
 
Page 249 of last weeks budget paper allocates £44M over the next 5 years for CDF 
Signature projects.  Can you advise of the rural projects identified in this cost? 
 
Answer 
 
The programme of delivery for the City Development Framework (CDF) programme is 
currently being developed, taking into account feedback from Government and the private 
sector. The aim is to ensure that the investment made over the next 5 years enables us to 
deliver on our aspirations for rural areas and the city.  
 
All CDF projects are seeking to benefit the whole of the wider Stirling area and business 
cases will articulate how this will be achieved. At this time, there are particular aspirations for 
rural areas which we are seeking to progress through the programme such as food and drink 
sector development (linked to the City Park and Mercat Cross regeneration), sustainable 
tourism and resort development (linked to the City Park, river development and broader 
diversity of our tourism offer), rural broadband and transportation links between the city and 
rural areas. 
 
Specific Rural Projects will be looked at in the context of the Rural Economic Action Plan as 
was made clear in the Council Budget decision.  This report will be presented to the Finance 
& Economy Committee.  
 

Supplementary Question and Answer 

Councillor McLaughlan confirmed that there was widespread support for the CDF, but 
stressed the need for transparency.  He was concerned that there was no funding identified 
for rural projects beyond £2M in the first year and that the projects themselves had not been 
specified.  The Convener of the Finance & Economy Committee advised that an action plan 
would be submitted to the Committee that would identify which projects would receive 
funding within the first year.  Any requirements for longer term investment would also be 
identified at that time.  He offered to meet with Councillor McLaughlan to discuss the benefits 
of the CDF for rural communities in greater detail. 

 



 



 

 
QUESTION 4 
 
QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR MARK RUSKELL FOR ANSWER BY THE 
LEADER OF STIRLING COUNCIL AT THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING TO BE 
HELD ON THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2016. 
 
 
QUESTION 
 
Falkirk Pension Fund 
 
To ask the Council Leader whether she will write to the Falkirk Pension Fund urging it to 
consider options to divest from the most carbon intensive fossil fuel companies such as BHP 
Billiton and to consult with fund members including Stirling Council staff on options identified. 
 
 
Answer 

 
Key decisions concerning the Falkirk Council Pension Fund are taken by the Pensions 
Committee, comprising six Elected Members of Falkirk Council, plus 3 co-opted members, 
including one Elected Member from Stirling Council.  Pensions matters are scrutinised by the 
Pensions Panel, which comprises representatives of employers and individual scheme 
members.   
 
Specialist professional advice on fund investments is carried out by a number of fund 
managers, whose performance is monitored on an ongoing basis by both the Committee and 
the Panel.  Investments are made in a range of asset classes, mainly equities and property, 
and decisions on individual investments will be largely driven by the anticipated returns back 
to the Pension Fund, although certain social/ethical criteria are set out by the Pensions 
Committee.  Decisions to move investments in or out of market sectors or indeed individual 
companies, need to be carefully considered in respect to the potential impact on Fund 
income.  Stirling Council can legitimately make representations to the Pension Fund about 
the nature of investments, but the Council has no powers to direct the Fund to invest or 
divest into or out of particular asset classes or individual companies.  Governance 
arrangements to manage and scrutinise the Fund’s investment affairs are already in place to 
monitor these matters, and the Council already participates in those governance structures. 
 
The fossil divestment issue is very much a live issue, and the Falkirk Fund will be 
considering this as part of the current review of the Fund’s investment strategy.  Other 
social/ethical investment issues will also be considered as part of this review, although 
divestment away from a range of specific business sectors will need to be considered in the 
round, and the overall impact on Fund income assessed.  The Fund may also consider 
alternatives to straight divestment, including working with businesses in the fossil fuel 
industry, either as an individual investor or jointly with other pension fund investors, to 
explore how business practices may be changed to achieve more desirable environmental 
outcomes.  Pension funds are likely to be considering divestment in any case, as the global 
move towards tackling climate change will naturally make these types of investment less 
profitable and by consequence less desirable to investors.  The likelihood of “stranded asset” 
scenarios will force investors to consider divestment from a financial viability viewpoint as 
opposed to a social/ethical perspective. 

 



 

Supplementary Question and Answer 

Councillor Ruskell stressed the legitimacy of the Council in making such a request.  The 
Council Leader agreed to meet with both Councillor Ruskell and Councillor Campbell, as the 
Council’s representative on the Pensions Committee, to discuss this matter further.  If felt 
appropriate, she would then write to the Fund urging it to divest from the most carbon 
intensive fossil fuel companies. 

 



 

APPENDIX 2 

 

 
MEETING of the STIRLING COUNCIL held in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

OLD VIEWFORTH, STIRLING on THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2016 
 

Motion in Terms of Standing Order 16 
 
 

Information/Advice from Officers 
 
 

 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 90th Birthday Celebrations  

 

a) Portrait Displayed - The portrait referred to belongs to the registration service and 
is used at Citizenship services – the Council would need to purchase an official 
portrait.  Alternatively, there are official photographs of the Queen and Prince Philip, 
currently hung in the Municipal Chambers which could be displayed in the Council 
Chambers at no cost.  

b) Rename Corn Exchange Road as Queen Elizabeth Road - Stirling Council has a 
street naming policy in place which is primarily used for new developments but is 
also used for the re-naming of existing streets….see page 6 of the policy attached. 
Consultations guidelines are included.  

The following point is of particular note: -  
 

• The owners /residents of affected properties would require to be consulted 
and two-thirds of those consulted would require to agree to the change in 
name.  
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