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Gaelic Language Plan 2021-2026 

Purpose & Summary  
The purpose of this report is to present to Council the draft Gaelic Language Plan 2021-
2026.  

Under the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005, Stirling Council has prepared a Gaelic 
Language Plan.  This report, and the draft plan attached, sets out how Stirling Council will 
support the development of Gaelic culture and language.   

Recommendations  
Council is asked to: 

1. note the contents of the Gaelic Language Plan; and

2. approve the draft plan for submission to the Scottish Government.

Resource Implications  
The proposals outlined within the Gaelic Language Plan can be met within currently 
allocated provision and resources.  The Council receives a Gaelic Specific Grant on an 
annual basis that is awarded by Scottish Government to support up to 75% of the delivery of 
Gaelic Medium Education (GME) in Stirling.  Stirling Council also contributes to the overall 
costs of education provision with funds calculated based on the pupil census as for all 
children.  There are additional costs which are connected to the numbers of children and 
adults enrolling during the course of the session.  Where additional resources are required 
support from Bòrd na Gàidhlig Gaelic Language Plan Implementation Fund can also be 
sought. 

Legal & Risk Implications  
Stirling Council must meet the legal obligations under the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 
2005 by having a Gaelic Language Plan in place.  



1. Background  
1.1. Under section 3 of the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005, Stirling Council 

is required to prepare a Gaelic Language Plan demonstrating how it will 
encourage the growth and respect of Gaelic language and culture within the 
local authority area. 

1.2. Information from the 2011 census reveals that 1.5% of the population in 
Stirling have any skills in Gaelic.  This is slightly below the national figure of 
1.6%, with 483 people reading, speaking and writing Gaelic in Stirling. 

1.3. Within the Council, there is currently a range of Gaelic provision, including: 

1.3.1. Gaelic input into Nursery provision at Riverside Primary School. 

1.3.2. Gaelic Medium Education provision at Riverside Primary School, 
which currently has 70 pupils. 

1.3.3. Gaelic is available as a subject at Wallace High School, with 13 pupils 
currently accessing it. 

Core Commitments 

1.4. The Gaelic Language Plan follows the framework contained in the Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig guidance.  The core commitments are highlighted in chapter 2 of the 
Gaelic Language Plan and proposes how Stirling Council will incorporate 
Gaelic within our core corporate functions.  These include Identity, 
Communications, Publications and Staffing. 

 

2. Considerations 
2.1 The Gaelic Implementation Planning Group was established in November 

2020.  The group is representative of a range of council areas that have 
contributed to the development of the Gaelic Language Plan 2021-26.  

2.2 The policy implications for Gaelic includes proposed actions on how Stirling 
Council will consider Gaelic when planning delivery of its services, with most 
significance for education.  

2.3 Education proposals build upon existing provision, from early years through 
secondary education. 

2.4 Other proposals include encouraging more people to take part in adult 
learning Gaelic classes, working with Gaelic Community Groups in relation to 
arts and culture and ensuring that the use of Gaelic in translation and place 
named development meets the relevant standards.  

2.5 Between 10 September 2021 and 22 October 2021 the Gaelic Language Plan 
was made available to the public for consultation.  The plan was available on 
the Engage Stirling platform, with a short survey and an opportunity to add 
any comments about the plan. 

  



2.6 Through the online consultation the Council received 89 responses from the 
survey and two email responses.  94% of responses were from Stirling 
Council residents.  47% of the responses were from parents of children in 
Gaelic Medium Education.  41% agreed or strongly agreed that the draft plan 
reflects the right priorities for Gaelic in the Stirling Council area.  For example 
promoting the growth of Gaelic at early, primary and secondary school level 
as well as opportunities for adult learning.  42% of those who responded 
disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Their views were clear that other concerns 
were of greater priority at this time. 

2.7 There is support for the plan and its contents from specific groups in the 
population.  However, there is not support overall for significant change to the 
current practice.  As a result actions in the plan promote only consideration of 
changes at points of decision making.  For example the inclusion of Gaelic 
within the council logo or physical council signage which will be kept under 
review. 

2.8 The plan has been updated to reflect the feedback from the consultation 
process. 

 

3. Implications  

Equalities Impact 

3.1 The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality 
Impact Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact 
Assessment was not required as the implementation of the Gaelic Language 
plan is to further develop the use of Gaelic Language within Stirling Council.  
Access to Gaelic Medium Education is available to all Stirling Council 
residents.  There are a very small number of Gaelic speakers in Stirling and 
the implementation of the plan will continue to support them.  

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2 The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland 
Duty and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Impact 

3.3 This report relates to a review of the Gaelic Language Plan and it was 
determined that a full Strategic Environmental Assessment was not required. 

Other Policy Implications 

3.4 Priorities identified in the National Gaelic Language Plan will be primarily 
implemented through our Gaelic Language Plan but opportunities may arise 
to consider promoting and developing the language through existing policy 
measures. 

Consultations 

3.5 Public consultation of the Gaelic Language Plan took place between  
10 September 2021 and 22 October 2021.  The plan was available on the 
Engage Stirling platform.  

 

  



4. Background Papers
4.1 Development of the Gaelic Language Plan – Report to Education Committee

– 4 March 2021.

4.2 Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) Relevant Check – 30 September 2021.

5. Appendices
5.1 Appendix 1 – Draft Gaelic Language Plan.
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Approved by 

Name Designation Date 

Bryony Monaghan Interim Head of Education 
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Details of Convener(s), Vice Convener(s), 
Portfolio Holder and Depute Portfolio 
Holders (as appropriate) consulted on this 
report: 

Provost Simpson, Cllr Houston, Cllr Farmer, 
Cllr Gibson, Cllr McGill & Cllr Kane 

 

Wards affected: All wards 

Key Priorities: F - We will commit and coordinate our 
resources to ensuring Stirling becomes a must 
visit destination; with heritage, culture, 
environment & economic strategieis working 
hand in hand to encourage tourists to stay for 
mimimum 3 days and 2 nights 

Key Priority Considerations:  

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 

(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Achieving - People are skilled and supported to 
make a positive contribution to our 
communities 
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