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Not Exempt  

Community Council Scheme of Establishment  
Removal of Temporary Amendments 

Purpose & Summary  
The Stirling Council Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils (‘the Scheme’) 
provides the framework for the operation of Community Councils within the area.  The 
Scheme was temporarily amended in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, in particular to 
require remote meetings in place of in-person meetings of Community Councils.  It is now 
proposed to remove these temporary amendments, and to amend the Scheme to permit in-
person, remote, or hybrid meetings of Community Councils.  This is subject to the 
requirement that, whatever provision is considered appropriate by each Community Council, 
members of the local community are able to participate in meetings.  

Recommendations  
Council is asked to: 

1. approve the attached Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils.

Resource Implications  
The proposed amendments to the Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils do 
not directly impact on any Council resources. 

Legal & Risk Implications  
The Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 gives local authorities the responsibility for 
preparing a Scheme in their area.  The Act provides that a Scheme must have provisions 
relating to voting arrangements and meetings.  The amendments proposed are very minimal 
administrative amendments which are required to enable the functioning of Community 
Councils in a continuing uncertain situation. 

Community Councils are required to operate within the terms of the Scheme.  As lockdown 
restrictions, ease Community Councils may wish to return to meeting in person and as 
currently amended this would not comply with the terms of the Scheme.  



If the temporary amendment was simply removed and Community Councils were required to 
return to in person meetings there is a risk, because of the continued presence of Covid-19, 
that quorate meetings may not be able to take place and that certain members might 
necessarily be unable to attend.  This would impact upon the effective functioning of 
Community Councils.  Therefore, it is felt appropriate to provide Community Councils with 
flexibility in relation to their meeting requirements.  This risk is mitigated by the flexibility 
contained in these amendments which allows Community Councils to make decisions locally 
and flexibly to respond to current circumstances.  

 

1. Background  
1.1. The Stirling Council Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils 

provides the framework for the operation of Community Councils in the 
Stirling area.  The Scheme incorporates a model Constitution for Community 
Councils and Standing Orders for Community Council business. 

1.2. The Scheme was temporarily amended on 5 May 2020 and again on  
8 October 2020 in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  In response to the 
pandemic, Community Councils were prohibited from meeting in-person, with 
provision being made for Community Councils to meet by video- or tele-
conferencing, or by other remote means. 

1.3. As set out in the temporary amendment of 8 October 2020, the requirement 
for Community Councils to meet other than in person is specified as being in 
place until such time as Government lockdown rules change and ‘Stirling 
Council has advised the Community Council that meetings in person can 
safely resume’. 

 

2. Considerations 
2.1. As Government lockdown rules have changed, a number of Community 

Councils have expressed a desire to return to holding in-person meetings.  
Enabling in-person meetings requires that the temporary amendments to the 
Scheme be removed. 

2.2. The proposed amendments to the Scheme extend beyond the removal of the 
temporary amendments applied in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

2.3. The proposed amendments to the Scheme are designed to enable 
Community Councils to resume in-person meetings, continue with remote 
meetings, or adopt a hybrid model as considered appropriate to their 
Community Council area.  This is subject to the requirement that, whatever 
provision is considered appropriate by each Community Council, members of 
the local community are able to participate in meetings.  The rationale for the 
amendments is to give Community Councils a choice in how they wish to 
meet.  

2.4. Enabling locally appropriate arrangements recognises the work which has 
been undertaken by Community Councils during the Covid-19 pandemic to 
continue to function by convening remote meetings and by adopting revised 
means of communicating with their local communities.  It is considered a 
positive step to enable the continuation of remote meetings or the adoption of 
a hybrid model, in addition to a return to traditional in-person meetings, as this 
flexibility allows locally developed arrangements which meet the needs of the 
community and promotes inclusivity. 



2.5. To support this proposal, along with the removal of the temporary 
amendments, it is proposed to amend: 

2.5.1. the Scheme at paragraph 10 – Meetings, to allow for remote and 
hybrid meetings subject to reasonable access and participation for the 
public, and to require appropriate notice of recording of meetings to 
comply with data protection requirements; 

2.5.2. the model Constitution at paragraph 10 – Committees of the 
Community Council, and paragraph 11 – Meetings of the Community 
Council, to enable remote and hybrid meetings and to ensure 
appropriate public notice is provided of meetings; and 

2.5.3. the Community Council Standing Orders at paragraph 6 – Voting, to 
enable roll call voting which may be beneficial in remote and hybrid 
meetings. 

2.6. All of the above changes are permissive in nature and allow the Community 
Council to make local decisions about how to manage meetings. 

3. Implications

Equalities Impact

3.1 The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality
Impact Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact 
Assessment was not required as the proposals remove temporary 
amendments to the Scheme enacted in response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and allow flexibility for locally appropriate arrangements to be adopted. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2 The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland 
Duty and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Impact 

3.3 No direct impact on climate change, sustainability or the environment is 
identified in the proposal.   

Other Policy Implications 

3.4 Following consideration of the policy implications of this report no relevant 
issues have been identified. 

Consultations 

3.5 No formal external consultation was carried out in preparing this report. 

4. Background Papers
4.1 EqIA Relevance Check. 

5. Appendices
5.1 Appendix 1 – Stirling Council Scheme for the Establishment of Community 

Councils, Constitution and Standing Orders (proposed amendments in track 
changes).  



5.2 Appendix 2 – Stirling Council Scheme for the Establishment of Community 
Councils, Constitution and Standing Orders (clean version).  
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Wards affected: All 

Key Priorities: E - We will create & implement environment 
and infrastructure improvements; deliver new 
ownership & delivery methods around energy 
generation, public transport & internet access, 
ensuring profits & services work to community, 
not commercial priorities 

Key Priority Considerations:  

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 

(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Resilient - People are part of safe and caring 
communities within an attractive and 
sustainable environment 
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