
 

Stirling Council  Agenda Item No. 3 

Special Stirling Council  Date of 
Meeting:  16 September 2021 

Not Exempt  

Live Broadcasting of Meetings 

 

Purpose & Summary  
This report advises Council of the requirement for meetings to be accessible to members of 
the public; advises of the proposal to meet this requirement by live broadcast of relevant 
meetings; and proposes amendment of the existing Protocol enabling recording of meetings 
to include live broadcasting. 

 

Recommendations  
The Council is asked to: 

1. note that with effect from 1 October 2021 meetings of the Council will require to be 
accessible to members of the public; and 

2. adopt with effect from 1 October 2021 the revised Protocol for the Broadcasting and 
Recording of Council, Committee and Panel meetings. 

 

Resource Implications  
None. 

 

Legal & Risk Implications  
Legislation enabling prohibition of public access to Council meetings for reasons relating to 
the Coronavirus will be repealed at the end of September 2021.  The Council will be required 
to provide for public access to meetings taking place beyond that time.  The Council also has 
a requirement to reasonably protect the health and wellbeing of staff, members, and 
members of the public who may wish access to meetings. 

 

1. Background  
1.1 The Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 provides for members of the 

public a general right of access to meetings of the Council, and to 
Committees and Panels, subject to specified exclusions relating to, among 
other things, confidential and commercially sensitive matters. 



1.2 The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 added an exclusion which allowed for 
the prevention of access to meetings where to allow such would pose a real 
and substantial risk to public health due to infection or contamination with 
coronavirus. 

1.3 This additional exclusion is to be repealed from 1 October 2021.  Accordingly, 
the Council will require to provide access for members of the public to 
meetings, subject to the pre-existing exclusions noted above. 

1.4 During the Coronavirus pandemic there have been arrangements made to 
enable meetings of Council, Committees and Panels to take place remotely, 
utilising the MS Teams system. 

 

2. Considerations 
2.1 There remain limitations on the capacity for the Council to return to physical 

meetings as were held prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.  These relate to 
use of buildings, compliance with guidance, and individual health 
requirements of members and officers.  

2.2 The Council adopted a Protocol for the Recording of Council, Committee and 
Panels Meetings, which provides the framework for the recording of these 
meetings and the provision of these recordings via the Council’s website and 
Youtube channel. 

2.3 A revised Protocol for the Broadcasting and Recording of Council, Committee 
and Panel Meetings is attached as Appendix 1 with amendments noted as 
track changes. 

2.4 To enable access for members of the public to relevant meetings, it is now 
proposed to broadcast meetings live.  Meetings will continue to take place 
using the established MS Teams system, but in addition to recordings being 
made available subsequent to the meeting, a live feed of each meeting will be 
available to watch via the Council’s Youtube channel.  Live broadcasting of 
these meetings will meet the requirements for public access to meetings. 

2.5 Considerable support in identifying options for enabling public access to 
meetings has been received from the Council’s IT team, and the Governance 
team have also engaged with officers of other local authorities in Scotland to 
understand benefits and risks associated with systems being adopted.  In 
particular, using the proposed mechanism to provide open access to 
meetings of Council, Committees and Panels will allow members of the public 
to decide to watch a meeting, without the need for any access details to be 
sought and provided in advance of the meeting.  The need to actively request 
access from staff before viewing a live meeting and then wait to be provided 
with the means of access could serve as a real or perceived barrier to access.  
This would be the case if we used MS Teams Live as the standalone solution.  
Additionally using a system such as MS Teams Live is not recommended for 
the following reasons: 

2.5.1 Members of the public would appear within the list of participants in 
the meeting, which would present risk of reduced control, having an 
impact on quality of recordings and also on appropriate management 
of confidential items of business, of reduced capacity to manage 
requests to speak (using the now familiar hands up function) and of 
challenges in managing records of attendance.  

 



2.6 Officers of the Council are engaging with external suppliers to identify options 
to enable hybrid meetings which will allow for meetings at which some 
Members attend in person and some remotely, and which will enable in-
person and remote public access to meetings.  Such a hybrid system will be 
designed to manage local authority and similar meetings in a hybrid and 
publicly accessible format, and will include elements designed to counter the 
risks identified in the paragraph above. 

 

3. Implications  

Equalities Impact 

3.1 The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality 
Impact Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact 
Assessment was not required. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2 The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland 
Duty and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Impact 

3.3 None.  

Other Policy Implications 

3.4 None. 

Consultations 

3.5 None. 

 

4. Background Papers 
4.1 EqIA Relevance Check  

 

5. Appendices 
5.1 Appendix 1 – Revised Protocol for the Broadcasting and Recording of 

Council, Committee and Panel meetings. 
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