
Stirling Council  Agenda Item No. 17 

Stirling Council Date of 
Meeting:  24 June 2021 

Not Exempt 

Common Good Funds & Charitable Trusts Draft Accounts 
2020/21 

Purpose & Summary  
This report asks the Council to note the draft accounts in respect of the Common Good 
Funds and Charitable Trusts for the year ended 31 March 2021, and to consider and note 
progress to-date on the review of the small charitable trusts. 

Recommendations  
Stirling Council is asked to: 

1. note the draft accounts in respect of the Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts
for the year ended 31 March 2021, and

2. note progress to-date on the review of the small charitable trusts.

Resource Implications  
The proposed audit fee for the 2020/21 audit of the charitable trust and common good 
accounts administered by Stirling Council is £2,050 (2019/20: £2,000). 

Legal & Risk Implications  
Following consideration of the legal implications of this report, no further relevant issues 
have been identified. 

Following consideration of the risk implications of this report, no further relevant issues have 
been identified.  

1. Background
1.1. The draft Stirling Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts Accounts for

the year to 31 March 2020 have been prepared for audit.  The Local Authority 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014 require the draft accounts to be 
submitted to the appointed auditor no later than 30 June 2021. 



1.2. Given the early completion of the 2020/21 accounts closure process, the 
Audit Committee meeting of 27 May 2021 approved the submission of the 
draft accounts to the appointed auditor to enable the commencement of audit 
work.  

1.3. Work also continues on the review of small charitable trusts and this report 
provides information on progress made to date.  

1.4. Electronic copies of the draft accounts have been emailed to all Members and 
also placed on the public website at: 
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/council-and-government/council-
information-performance-and-statistics/annual-accounts 

 

2. Considerations 
2.1 Stirling Council is responsible for administering the Stirling, Bridge of Allan, 

Callander and Dunblane Common Good Funds, the Dunblane Cemetery 
Memorial Garden (Maintenance) Trust, and a further 10 small Charitable 
Trusts.  Each of the Common Good and Charitable Trust Funds is registered 
as a charity with the Scottish Charity Regulator. 

2.2 Total balances held by the Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts as at 
31 March 2021 are as follows: 

  £’000 

Stirling, Bridge of Allan, Callander & Dunblane Common Good 1,279 
Stirling Council Small Charitable Trusts 55 
Dunblane Cemetery Memorial Garden (Maintenance) Trust 136 
Total Common Good Funds & Charitable Trusts 1,470 

 

Audit Arrangements 

2.3 Regulation 7 of the 2006 Charity regulations permits connected charities to 
prepare a single set of accounts.  Charities are connected if they have 
common or related purposes, or shared management.  Stirling Council acts 
as sole Trustee to 10 individual small charitable trusts.  On the basis of this 
shared management arrangement, it has been agreed with the Council’s 
auditors that the financial results of the 10 individual small charitable trusts 
can be consolidated into a single set of accounts for audit purposes, which in 
turn significantly reduces audit costs. 

Reorganisation of Charities 

2.4 Chapter 5 of The Charities Act 2005 provides for the reorganisation of 
charities, including amalgamation or winding up. 

2.5 The Council has been conducting a review of all small charitable trusts with 
the objective of reorganising these into fewer charities, and/or transferring the 
balances held to other charitable organisations who may be better placed to 
meet the purposes for which the trusts were originally established. 

2.6 Stirling Council previously agreed with the approval of the Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR): 

2.6.1 to transfer the assets of the 8 very small poverty related charitable 
trusts to Start-Up Stirling.   



2.6.2 to transfer the assets of the PM McIntyre Bequest to the Callander 
Common Good Fund. 

2.7 Application forms setting out proposals for the reorganisation of each of the 
remaining small charitable trust balances are in the process of being drafted 
and submitted to OSCR for approval.   

2.8 The remaining small charities hold a variety of assets which has impacted 
progress.  The assets range from more simple monetary funds, to more 
complex heritable ground and property, and historical monuments.  

 

3. Implications  

Equalities Impact 

3.1 The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality 
Impact Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact 
Assessment was not required as the report is a technical report presenting 
the 2020/21 Stirling Council Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts 
Accounts and does not have any implications on current policies or service 
delivery. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2 The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland 
Duty and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Impact 

3.3 There is no impact on the Council’s duty relating to climate change, nor is 
there any direct sustainability or environmental impact as a result of this 
report. 

Other Policy Implications 

3.4 Following consideration of the policy implications of this report no relevant 
issues have been identified. 

Consultations 

3.5 N/A.  

 

4. Background Papers 
4.1 EqIA Relevance Check. 

 

5. Appendices 
5.1 Appendix 1 - Stirling Council Common Good Fund 2020/21. 

5.2 Appendix 2 - Stirling Council Consolidated Small Charitable Trusts 2020/21. 

5.3 Appendix 3 - Dunblane Cemetery Memorial Garden (Maintenance) Trust 
2020/21.  
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Name Designation Telephone Number/E-mail 

George Murphy Accounting Operations 
Manager 

01786 233356 
murphyg@stirling.gov.uk 

 

Approved by 

Name Designation Date 

Jim Boyle Chief Officer - Finance 31 May 2021 

 

Details of Convener(s), Vice Convener(s), 
Portfolio Holder and Depute Portfolio 
Holders (as appropriate) consulted on this 
report: 

Provost Simpson 

 

Wards affected: N/A 

Key Priorities: D - We will deliver inclusive economic growth 
and promote prosperity.  We will deliver a City 
Region Deal and pursue policies and solutions 
that encourage high quality, high paying jobs 
into all of Stirling's communities. 

Key Priority Considerations: N/A 

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 

(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Prosperous - People are part of a prosperous 
economy that promotes inclusive growth 
opportunities across our communities 

 




