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Not Exempt 

Briefing Report in response to The Viewforth Link Road 
Petition 

Purpose & Summary  
The purpose of this report is to provide a Briefing Note (the “Briefing Note”) to Stirling 
Council in accordance with the Process for Public Petitions, on the petition received ‘The 
Viewforth Link Road:  A pause for reconsideration and community consultation’. 

Recommendations  
Council is asked to: 

1. note the contents of this Briefing Note which outlines the historical context of the
decision to construct the Viewforth Link Road.

Resource Implications  
A decision to pause the project for reconsideration and consultation would have staff 
allocation impacts, with a likely requirement for additional officer time to support a 
community consultation.  Project and technical staff will continue to work on the wider 
programmes of work identified in this Briefing Note.  A pause to the project will reduce the 
capital programme spend allocated for 2020/21 against this project and require the delivery 
profile of the project to be reviewed. 

A decision to pause the project will also delay the disposal of the Viewforth Development 
Sites, delaying development and delaying capital receipt assumptions for financial years 
2022/23/24. 

Legal & Risk Implications  
There is a risk of minor contract spend commitments, for consultancy and enabling contract 
work that has been instructed, being required to be met to the completion of certain activities 
should the project be paused.  Officers will manage these issues in line with contract 
requirements, and design works will be concluded to an appropriate stage to support future 
work. 

There is a limited financial and time risk, should the project be recommenced, in re-starting 
design works and securing external consultancy resources. 



There is a service delivery risk that should the project pause, a re-start may be delayed 
aligning works with habitat surveys, and the seasonal constraints of the associated 
programme of works. 

There is a financial and service delivery risk associated with the disposal of the vacant sites 
in accordance with the Viewforth Masterplan proposal.  A review of the layout and alteration 
to the plan will require a review of this proposal for sites, which forms Supplementary 
Guidance alongside Stirling Council’s Local Development Plan.  A delay or a revision to 
plans will create a time risk in terms of capital receipt for the disposal of sites. 

There is no inherent legal risk to the Council at this stage if the programme is paused.  The 
main contracts required for preparation and construction have not yet been let so there is no 
possibility of claims for breach of contract or delay being made.  The consultancy contract 
will be taken to its next natural break point if required, ensuring that there are no grounds for 
the consultants to claim breach of contract. 

The decision to implement the Viewforth Link Road has been subject to various Council and 
committee approvals as detailed in this briefing note.  This assures that appropriate strategic 
approvals have been given to Officers and are in place in advance of commencement of the 
project. Those approval decisions were taken more than 6 months ago. 

The decision by the Council’s Planning Service to approve the planning application for the 
project was one which was subject to appeal or judicial review on the grounds of lack of 
consultation.  No appeal or judicial review was initiated and the period for doing so has now 
passed. 
 

1. Background  
1.1. A petition was lodged with Stirling Council titled The Viewforth Link Road: A 

pause for reconsideration and community consultation on 15 January 2021. 

1.2. Associated with the petition is an agreed budget commitment, ‘The Viewforth 
Link Road and City Centre South Transport Package’, that forms part of the 
capital programme for 2020/21 approved on 12 March 2020.  This was 
subsequently revised from the initially allocated £700,000, to £270,000 at the 
Special Meeting of Stirling Council on 8 October 2020. 

Petition Issues 

1.3. The petitioner raised several issues within the submission as follows: 

1.3.1. The Viewforth Link Road is a multi-million road expansion scheme, 
projected to increase traffic, carbon emissions, noise and air pollution 
in the city centre and local communities.  It will involve the felling of 
mature trees which are part of the city's heritage. 

1.3.2. This petition asks Stirling Council to reconsider the significant 
expenditure on the Viewforth Link Road, following the declaration of a 
Climate and Ecological Emergency and in light of the COVID-19 
challenges. 

1.3.3. There have been many attempts by local people to engage with the 
Council on this matter, e.g. during planning there were 166 local 
objections, with no meaningful consultation with the communities 
affected. 

1.3.4. We are asking the Council to think again, to think more boldly and to 
invest in our future. 



1.3.5. We ask our Council to prioritise investment in a green and just 
recovery, addressing its declaration of a Climate and Ecological 
Emergency. 

1.3.6. To continue to invest in more robust sustainable transport initiatives 
throughout Stirling with a strong emphasis on prioritising pedestrians, 
cyclists, and affordable public transport across rural and urban Stirling. 

1.3.7. To work with local people to develop a more ambitious vision: cleaner, 
healthier and environmentally sustainable, drawing on the strengths 
and energy of our local communities, small businesses and producers.  
This vision must meet the challenges set in the Scottish Government’s 
National Transport Strategy delivery plan, whilst making effective use 
of up-to-date evidence and innovation. 

1.3.8. To protect and develop local biodiversity for the benefit of us all and 
avoid ecological degradation at all costs. 

Viewforth Link 

1.4. For a number of years Stirling Council has viewed this proposal as a vital part 
of the Council’s city transport strategy.  Based on the developed design, this 
new link, situated between Linden Avenue and Snowdon Place will deliver 
approximately 300m of new infrastructure including of 2m wide footways; a 
fully segregated bi-directional 3m cycle link with 0.5m buffer segregation from 
the carriageway; a 6.5m carriageway, crossing facilities and lighting.  With 
this developed design, it is considered that the link will become and 
established active travel corridor. 

1.5. Over time, studies demonstrated the importance of the Viewforth Link in 
reducing vehicular dominance in the city centre; by redistributing traffic from 
areas of the core city centre to the inner ring road.  This will create the 
conditions to deliver improved public realm and active travel infrastructure 
within the City.  This element is now being taken forward through projects 
such as Walk, Cycle, Live Stirling, and that being progressed through the City 
Centre South programme, which will focus on Kings Park, Braehead and St 
Ninian’s, whilst improving links from Torbrex to the city.  These will reduce 
road widths, restrict traffic, enable cycling, promote pedestrian priority and 
lead to significant public realm improvements. 

1.6. A timeline of key milestones, studies and strategies on the development of 
the Viewforth Link is included as Appendix 1. 

Development Context 

1.7. The Council, via the current Local Development Plan, is committed to an 
ambitious growth strategy that will see significant growth in the Stirling city 
area over the period 2017 - 2037.  Through this Plan, the Council is planning 
for approximately 8,000 new homes (which equates to around a 24% 
increase in housing numbers in the city area).  If left unmanaged, transport 
modelling demonstrates that this growth would equate to around a 22% 
growth in traffic, which our current infrastructure provision could not support, 
resulting in significant congestion.  

  



1.8. The Supplementary Guidance document for the Viewforth Masterplan 
recognises the site requirements of the Viewforth Link.  As such, the Plots 
within the site and the future development have been aligned and packaged 
with the land allocation for the Link clearly identified and excluded from any 
other development consideration.  A decision to pause and review will restrict 
further steps taken on the development of the site until clarity is given on the 
Link. 

1.9. As outlined in the milestones in Appendix 1, the Council undertook a detailed 
transport appraisal to consider the impacts of this growth and consider what 
infrastructure could enable this effectively.  This appraisal work demonstrated 
that the Viewforth Link corridor, in combination with a package of sustainable 
transport measures within the city through the Walk, Cycle, Live Stirling, and 
in the south of the city (known as City Centre South), could deliver significant 
benefits. 

1.10. The new link corridor will substantially reduce traffic volumes from areas of 
the city centre and re-route it through the currently signed ‘inner ring road’. 
Whilst there is an understanding of concern, work undertaken that underpins 
this approach illustrates that the local road network will operate within 
capacity.  There is awareness through engagement that, locally, some feel 
that the road will lead to a growth in traffic.  The link corridor itself will not 
generate traffic growth; but it will accommodate it, and create the conditions 
for a number of improvements for walking, wheeling, and cycling, contributing 
not just to the local area, but also the wider infrastructure.  It will provide 
benefits by increasing the active travel network in the city, as well as: 

1.10.1. Providing an easier and safer walking and cycling connection between 
King’s Park and Braehead, becoming another link in the Council’s 
expanding cycle network; 

1.10.2. Creating a safe walking and cycle access to and from the wider 
network, connecting to the future developments on the Viewforth site; 

1.10.3. At the Linden Avenue roundabout, there will be creation of walking 
and cycle crossings, and a safer walking, wheeling and cycling route 
from Braehead to the city centre; 

1.10.4. At Snowdon Place there will be improved connections for walking and 
cycling to the city centre and onwards to the wider Kings Park area; 

1.10.5. Creating significant decreases in traffic in the city centre, improving 
conditions for tourism, business, retail and leisure to thrive by enabling 
more walking, cycling and public realm improvements to enhance the 
city. 

1.11. The active travel elements of the link corridor and the wider forthcoming 
development of proposals through City Centre South (Kings Park and 
Braehead principally) does form part of the Council’s wider strategy for 
delivering a multi-modal transport approach to the city.  Sustrans funding has 
been secured to develop a masterplan approach for active travel and place 
making.  The Council is fully engaged in the Climate Emergency and the 
national Climate Change Plan, as well as the refreshed National Transport 
Strategy.  These City Centre South proposals should be viewed as 
complementary to this and are being supported by Sustrans due to these 
wider benefits. 

  



1.12. This wider work was unfortunately delayed as a result of the pandemic, and 
officers are now preparing a programme of consultation to support walking, 
wheeling and cycling improvements in the south of the city.  The Council will 
launch this in the early spring of 2021 on the Engage Stirling platform. 

1.13. Construction work on the Viewforth Link is scheduled to commence on the 
corridor in October of this year, with an anticipated 52 week construction 
programme.  In the intervening period Council Officers will progress enabling 
works, with further engagement on designs on the Linden Avenue and 
Snowdon Place junctions, and finalising design details on the corridor. 

1.14. Additional technical commentary in relation to traffic modelling and air quality 
is included within Appendix 2 of this Briefing Note. 

 

2. Considerations 
2.1 A number of issues are raised in the petition for consideration, as noted in 1.2 

above, and the preliminary response is provided to these comments in this 
section. 

2.2 “We ask our Council to prioritise investment in a green and just recovery, 
addressing its declaration of a Climate and Ecological Emergency.” 

2.2.1 Stirling Council has committed to addressing the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency, and will soon be launching a consultation on a 
Draft Plan to address this. An initial consultation took place in 2020, 
after the Council declared recognition of the Climate Emergency in 
2019. 

2.2.2 Beyond Climate Emergency Plan the Council continues to progress 
projects such as Walk, Cycle, Live Stirling, a significant active travel 
and place making project for the city; a solar canopy and electric 
vehicle charging scheme at Castleview Park & Ride; the development 
of the Forthside District Heating Network; the roll out of electric vehicle 
infrastructure across the Council area; and the development of various 
bike and e-bike schemes. 

2.2.3 The new link corridor will complete the presently signed inner ring 
road and substantially reduce traffic from the city centre.  This will 
improve the city centre environment, providing the city with a vital 
platform to support the post COVID-19 recovery, supporting the 
attractiveness of our place and the continued success of tourism, 
business and retail services in the city through giving more space to 
people than vehicles. 

2.3 “To continue to invest in more robust sustainable transport initiatives 
throughout Stirling with a strong emphasis on prioritising pedestrians, cyclists, 
and affordable public transport across rural and urban Stirling.” 

2.3.1 Beyond the Walk, Cycle, Live Stirling project, the Council is committed 
to delivering sustainable transport initiatives.  The Council, in 
partnership with Clackmannanshire Council, through the City and 
Region Deal is in the process of developing regionally significant 
active travel routes that will link population centres with key locations/ 
destinations.  These routes will build upon priorities set out in the 
Council’s Local Development Plan and Active Travel Action Plan, 
offering pedestrian and active travel connectivity and promote low 
carbon transport alternatives. 



2.3.2 The Council has continued, with the support of external bodies, to 
invest in our Park and Ride service during the last year, and continues 
to consider and develop strategic actions for public transport; forming 
part of the Council’s strategy for reducing vehicular numbers in the city 
centre and promoting sustainable travel. 

2.4 “To work with local people to develop a more ambitious vision: cleaner, 
healthier and environmentally sustainable, drawing on the strengths and 
energy of our local communities, small businesses and producers.  This vision 
must meet the challenges set in the Scottish Governments’ National Transport 
Strategy delivery plan, whilst making effective use of up-to-date evidence and 
innovation.” 

2.4.1 This year Council Officers will undertake a review of the current Local 
Transport Strategy to consider its progress to date, and the future 
strategic direction of the next Local Transport Strategy against the 
context of the new National Transport Strategy 2 and its delivery plan.  
Officers will present a paper to Environment and Housing Committee 
later in the year, covering national policy, its implications for Stirling 
Council, and likely future strategy. 

2.4.2 Officers will continue to engage on the Viewforth Link project, and the 
wider City Centre South programme.  This will enable officers in 
partnership with the community to plan improvements for active travel 
across an area south of the city centre, taking in the wards of King’s 
Park, Torbrex, some of Braehead and Broomridge and the Craigs 
Roundabout to the Bus Station. 

2.5 “To protect and develop local biodiversity for the benefit of us all and avoid 
ecological degradation at all costs.” 

2.5.1 The Council is preparing an Alive with Nature Plan, as part of the 
approach to climate change impacts, to enhance the natural 
environment, combat the primary drivers of biodiversity loss.  This 
objective is to better connect the people of Stirling with nature where 
they live, work and play, and help us to value this aspect of our 
communities. 

2.5.2 Planting proposals for the link corridor are being finalised, but it is 
anticipated that the project will get as close as possible to replacing 
the number of trees being removed.  If the project cannot replace 
these on site because of the limitations of space, additional planting 
will be undertaken locally.  

2.5.3 Planting plans also include the removal of invasive species, increasing 
the native woodland planting element, alongside meadow and wet 
planting. 

2.5.4 The proposed consultation on the City Centre South programme will 
provide a platform to work with communities to build on and enhance 
local biodiversity. 

  



Consultation 

2.6 The timeline in Appendix 1 sets out how through various strategy documents, 
the Council has engaged with the communities affected.  Consultation drop in 
events were held in 2018 enabling the community to comment on the 
proposals.  The formal Planning application drew 166 individual objections.  
These objections were considered in detail by the Planning Service who, on 
balance, recommended approval in the Report to Planning and Regulatory 
Panel.  The application was approved after a hearing of the application at this 
Panel on 25 June 2019. 

Post Pandemic 

2.7 The petition also notes the impact of the pandemic as an issue in requesting 
the pause for consideration.  There is no certainty about when or if traffic 
volumes will return to pre-pandemic levels, however it is a consistent 
approach that the recovery should advance the delivery of a fairer and 
greener economy and society.  Within that context the Council’s growth plans 
continue to remain of critical importance, and the redistribution of vehicles 
seen as essential.  The corridor will enable and support a number of benefits 
for walking, wheeling and cycling contributing to local benefits, and increasing 
the active travel network in the city. 

2.8 Should Council review the proposal to construct the Viewforth Link, a similar 
review process will be required to be undertaken for the Viewforth Masterplan, 
and the marketing process completed in 2020 for the overall site and 
development plots. 

National Context 

2.9 In December 2020 the Scottish Government published the National Transport 
Strategy 2 Delivery Plan, which sets out the steps that Scotland is going to 
undertake to manage demand as we progress towards net zero.  A critical 
target of this is that by 2032 car kilometres will have reduced by 20%, and 
sustainable transport will be the instinctive first choice for people. 

2.10 The active travel elements of the link corridor and the wider City Centre South 
programme in tandem with Walk, Cycle, Live Stirling absolutely contribute 
towards the Council’s Climate Emergency Strategy, the Government’s 
Climate Change Plan Update, and the refreshed National Transport Strategy 
2.  Critically it should be noted that each of these Council initiatives is being 
developed in partnership by Sustrans because of these benefits. 

2.11 Stirling Council through its present Local Development Plan and Local 
Transport Strategy is committed to alignment with these strategies where 
appropriate, reducing carbon and promoting sustainable transport which 
enhances the attractiveness of our places. Current and emerging national 
policy and strategy will clearly have a bearing on our future strategy and 
policy work, but this does not negate the validity of current Council strategies 
and plans.  

 

  



3. Implications  

Equalities Impact 

3.1 The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality 
Impact Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact 
Assessment was not required as the decision to pause and review, including 
a community consultation, has no identified negative impact on people within 
the protected characteristic groups.  It is expected an EqIA will be required 
alongside the completion of a possible Community Consultation Report, 
should this be the decision. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2 The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland 
Duty and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Impact 

3.3 Through an infrastructure project of this nature there will be an initial negative 
impact on emissions, during the construction phases.  The broader reasoning 
and long term approach, and wider benefits of the project, are reviewed within 
this Brief. 

3.4 The CO2 emissions associated with the link corridor represent a maximum 
additional 377 tonnes per annum in the opening year on the regional total - a 
0.13% increase.  This is not considered significant. 

3.5 An Ecological Report and an Air Quality Assessment are all publicly available 
and were set out in the documents submitted to the Planning Panel.  
https://pabs.stirling.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PLOPF3PI
KA400   

Other Policy Implications 

3.6 Following consideration of the policy implications of this report no relevant 
issues, beyond those noted in this Briefing, have been identified. 

Consultations 

3.7 Previous consultations are set out in Appendix 1.  The City Centre South 
programme will include a full programme of engagement with the 
communities and with their representatives through steering groups, webpage 
discussions, webinars, online events and when restriction allow face-to-face 
events. 

 

4. Background Papers 
4.1 General Services Capital Programme Update 20/21Update and Impact of 

COVID-19, Special Meeting of Stirling Council, 8 October 2020. 

4.2 Proposed General Services Capital Programme 2020/21 to 2022/23, Stirling 
Council, 12 March 2020. 

4.3 Construction Of A New Road Including A Pedestrian And Cycle Route 
Involving Engineering And Landscaping Works At Land East Of Viewforth, 
Burghmuir Road, Stirling - Stirling Council - 19/00037/FUL, Planning and 
Regulation Panel, 25 June 2019. 



4.4 Stirling Local Development Plan 2018  https://www.stirling.gov.uk/planning-
building-the-environment/planning/development-planning/local-development-
plan-2018/ 

4.5 Viewforth Masterplan Supplementary Guidance 
www.gov.scot/publications/stirling -council-planning-authority-core-
documents/  

4.6 National Transport Strategy 2 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/47052/national-transport-strategy.pdf 

4.7 Equalities Impact Assessment Relevance Check. 

 

5. Appendices 
5.1 Appendix 1 – Timeline. 

5.2 Appendix 2 – Technical Commentary. 
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Appendix 1 – Timeline 

 

2007: Stirling Council City Transport Strategy at that time set out the Key Elements of the 
strategy. Key Element 10 stated “Complete the missing Viewforth link on the inner ring road, 
and make improvements to the outer ring road to make it safer and reduce journey times to 
encourage people to drive round the city rather than through the centre.” 

2010: The Council commissioned a report on easing traffic pressure in the south of the city 
centre, which recommended a package of sustainable travel measures and a link road 
through the site to alleviate congestion as a result of growth. 

2013: Environment & Housing Committee agreed that completion of the inner ring road, 
through the Viewforth Link Road remained an important part of the City Transport Plan; and 
that the Link Road be included in the Viewforth Masterplan; and subject to approval, the 
Planning Application for the Viewforth Link Road be progressed to support the Masterplan 
and sale of sites.  Viewforth site Masterplan was approved by Community Planning & 
Regeneration Committee.  City Transport Strategy refreshed after public consultation 

2014: Viewforth Link Road and Public Realm improvements to adjacent city centre streets 
included in Stirling’s City Strategic Infrastructure Plan, approved at Finance & Economy 
Committee. 

2016: Further Council study into the benefits of the proposed road in combination with 
sustainable transport measures.  

2016: Council Officers undertook a detailed transport appraisal of infrastructure 
requirements to accommodate anticipated growth as result of the forthcoming Local 
Development Plan (LDP) and City Region Deal. 

2016: Inner ring road link proposal reaffirmed and adopted in LDP and Local Transport 
Strategy (LTS), both of which were subject to public consultation.  The LDP safeguards the 
land required for delivery of the infrastructure. 

2017: Active travel measures from the 2010 report were included in the successful Sustrans 
bid ‘Walk, Cycle, Live Stirling’. 

2018: Officers secured funding from Sustrans to further develop proposals.  

2018: Council Officers held public engagement on further active travel measures, and the 
link road identified in previous studies. 

2019: Viewforth Link Road and City Centre Sourth Transport Package included in approved 
capital programme for 2019/20 at Special Meeting of Stirling Council on 21 February, 
allocating £345,000. Application for Planning Permission for link road and active travel 
improvements granted at Planning and Regulatory Panel in June. 

2020: Officers, in partnership with Sustrans, developed proposals further. Funding allocation 
for Viewforth Link Road and City Centre South Transport Package of £700,000 approved 
within 20/21 capital programme by Stirling Council on 12 March.  Subsequently revised to 
£270,000 at Special Meeting of Stirling Council on 8 October. 

2021: Final engagement planned with our communities prior to delivery 

 





Appendix 2 – Technical Commentary 

 

Traffic Modelling Impacts 

Traffic modelling shows that the Viewforth Link will bring significant benefits to the city centre 
network.  As a result of the Viewforth Link, Dumbarton Road is forecast to see a 60% 
decrease in vehicles over a 24hr period.  Port Street will see a 55% decrease, while 
Wellgreen will see a 34% decrease.  These benefits will be genuinely transformative to the 
city of Stirling. 

It is understood that there will be an increase on the inner ring road streets, however the 
data demonstrates that these roads more than have the capacity to cope with this growth.  
These streets, as defined by UK level guidance, generally should not exceed a capacity of 
1110 vehicles per hour.  Once the Viewforth Link becomes operational, the worst-case peak 
hour maximum vehicle capacity at Snowdon Place will be no more than 565 in the AM and 
558 in the PM.  This demonstrates that it will operate comfortably within capacity. 

Furthermore, Officers have considered that even without the Viewforth Link, Snowdon Place 
is forecast to have 9522 vehicles passing through it on an average day.  With the Viewforth 
Link this is forecast to be 13,408 vehicles.  This equates to 26.1% rise in vehicles in the 
space, which is again well below a maximum capacity of 26,400 vehicles within a 24 hour 
period.  Within the Braehead end of the Viewforth Link, traffic is anticipated to rise 
approximately 11%, but as with Snowdon Place this is comfortably within acceptable levels. 
Crucially it needs to be noted that the Viewforth Link itself does not increase net traffic within 
the city, rather it accommodates forecasted growth. 

Within the city presently our data informs us that 0.8% of the total number of weekly vehicles 
travelling in the city are HGVs. This is approximately 171 HGVs per week in and around the 
Kings Park area. This number is accounted for within the 2020 projected Viewforth Link 
scenarios and is likely to have a minimal impact. That being said, the Council will 
continuously monitor and work to minimise any adverse impacts through the City Centre 
South programme.  

Critically it must be noted that the Viewforth Link itself does not increase net traffic within the 
city, rather it accommodates forecasted growth.  Whatever the longer term effect on traffic 
volumes of the pandemic, (as noted in 1.4) Stirling’s Local Development Plan (LDP) projects 
approximately 8,000 new homes by 2037 which is projected to lead to a 22% growth in traffic 
volumes in the city which would greatly impact on how people move around the city. As 
noted in the report the link corridor is part of the Council’s strategy to manage this growth. 
Fundamentally, this is a small length of road which will enable the significant benefits as 
outlined above. 

 

Air Quality 

It is understood that, as a result of this re-routing of existing and future traffic, this will result 
in decreases in carbon emissions at some locations and increases at others.  Crucially, it 
must be acknowledged that where increases are anticipated this is not above any national 
tolerances and is not a risk to human health.  It must also be understood that where 
increases are expected these will ultimately decrease as a result of our combined efforts in 
regards to the net zero agenda as vehicles transition from internal combustion engine (ICE) 
vehicles to sustainable sources such as electricity and hydrogen.  
 
  



The Air Quality Assessment, that was submitted in support of the planning application which 
was carried out to European, UK, and Scottish standards, noted that air pollution levels 
would decrease in some locations (such as the city centre) and slightly increase in others.  In 
accordance with standards this increase would not be deemed significant.  This study 
demonstrates that the anticipated change in air quality in Braehead was within the range and 
it is not possible to state that air quality will be either poorer or better as result of this project. 
 
Traffic data for the network considered “with and without the link corridor” scenarios. This 
enabled the calculation of total annual mass emissions of the respective vehicle exhaust 
emissions, including CO2.  The maximum increase in CO2 (equivalent) emissions with the 
link corridor is 377 tonnes per annum in the opening year. However it is very much the 
intention that the opportunities created by the link corridor to improve active travel and modal 
shift will more than compensate any short term CO2 increases.  It should be remembered as 
more people move to more sustainable choices of transport in the future, including electrical 
vehicles (EV), overall CO2 emissions will reduce. 

 
A review of 2016 regional CO2 emissions data demonstrated that the total annual mass 
emissions from the road transport sector in Stirling was 279,722 tonnes. In comparison, the 
short term maximum increase in road transport CO2 emissions associated with the proposed 
Link Road equates to 0.13% of the regional road transport total. Furthermore, in line with 
national efforts to reduce ICE vehicles we also perceive an overall reduction in car pollution 
as the number of EV cars significantly increases over the next few years. 

 




