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Not Exempt 

Common Good Funds & Charitable Trusts Audited Accounts 
2019/20 

Purpose & Summary  
This report asks the Council to note the Annual Accounts of the Common Good Funds and 
Charitable Trusts for the year ended 31 March 2020, and provides an update on the ongoing 
review of the small charitable trusts administered by the Council. 

Recommendations  
Council is asked to: 

1. note the Annual Accounts of the Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts for the
year ended 31 March 2020.

Resource Implications  
The audit fee for the 2019/20 audit of the charitable trust and common good accounts 
administered by Stirling Council is £2k (2018/19: £2k). 

Legal & Risk Implications  
Following consideration of the legal implications of this report, no further relevant issues 
have been identified. 

Following consideration of the risk implications of this report, no further relevant issues have 
been identified.  

1. Background
1.1. The Council’s External Auditors, Audit Scotland, have certified the Accounts

for the year to 31 March 2020 of the Stirling, Bridge of Allan, Callander and 
Dunblane Common Good Funds, the Dunblane Cemetery Memorial Garden 
(Maintenance) Trust, and a further 10 small Charitable Trusts.  

1.2. The Audit Committee meeting of 26 November 2020 approved for signature 
the audited Accounts of the Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts 
Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020 in line with the requirements of 
the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014.  



1.3. The Auditor’s Final Reports on the accounts are the subject of a separate 
report on the Council agenda, and it is pleasing to note that there are no 
qualifications to the Independent Auditor’s Reports on the respective 
accounts. 

1.4. Copies of the respective Accounts for the year to 31 March 2020 have been 
placed on the public website at: 

http://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/council-and-government/council-information-
performance-and-statistics/annual-accounts?theme=MyStirling  

 

2. Considerations 
2.1 Audit Scotland as external auditors have now concluded their consideration of 

the accounts for the year to 31 March 2020 of the Stirling, Bridge of Allan, 
Callander and Dunblane Common Good Funds, the Dunblane Cemetery 
Memorial Garden (Maintenance) Trust, and a further 10 small Charitable 
Trusts.  It should be noted that there are no qualifications to the Independent 
Auditor’s Reports. 

2.2 It is pleasing to note the Auditor’s acknowledgement of the co-operation and 
assistance provided by Stirling Council Members and Officers, thereby 
enabling certification of the respective accounts in advance of the Controller 
of Audit’s amended deadline of 30 November 2020. 

2.3 Total balances held by the Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts as at 
31 March 2020 are as follows: 

  £’000 

Stirling, Bridge of Allan, Callander & Dunblane Common Good 1,244 
Stirling Council Small Charitable Trusts 55 
Dunblane Cemetery Memorial Garden (Maintenance) Trust 137 
Total Common Good Funds & Charitable Trusts 1,436 

 

Audit Arrangements 

2.4 Regulation 7 of the 2006 Charity regulations permits connected charities to 
prepare a single set of accounts.  Charities are connected if they have 
common or related purposes, or shared management.  Stirling Council acts 
as sole Trustee to 10 individual small charitable trusts.  On the basis of this 
shared management arrangement, it has been agreed with the Council’s 
auditors that the financial results of the 10 individual small charitable trusts 
can be consolidated into a single set of accounts for audit purposes, which in 
turn significantly reduces audit costs. 

Reorganisation of Charities 

2.5 Chapter 5 of The Charities Act 2005 provides for the reorganisation of 
charities, including amalgamation or winding up. 

2.6 The Council has been conducting a review of all small charitable trusts with 
the objective of reorganising these into fewer charities, and/or transferring the 
balances held to other charitable organisations who may be better placed to 
meet the purposes for which the trusts were originally established. 

 



2.7 Stirling Council previously agreed with the approval of the Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR): 

2.7.1 to transfer the assets of the 8 very small poverty related charitable 
trusts to Start-Up Stirling.   

2.7.2 to transfer the assets of the PM McIntyre Bequest to the Callander 
Common Good Fund. 

2.8 Discussions with OSCR to develop proposals and reach agreement for the 
reorganisation/transfer of the remaining small charitable trust balances is 
ongoing, but it is expected that this work will be completed in the near future.   

2.9 The remaining small charities hold a variety of assets which has impacted 
progress.  The assets range from simple monetary funds, to more complex 
heritable ground and property, and historical monuments. 

 

3. Implications  

Equalities Impact 

3.1 The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality 
Impact Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact 
Assessment was not required as the report is a technical report presenting 
the 2019/20 Stirling Council Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts 
Accounts and does not have any implications on current policies or service 
delivery. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2 The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland 
Duty and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Impact 

3.3 There is no impact on the Council’s duty relating to climate change, nor is 
there any direct sustainability or environmental impact as a result of this 
report. 

Other Policy Implications 

3.4 Following consideration of the policy implications of this report no relevant 
issues have been identified. 

Consultations 

3.5 N/A.  

 

4. Background Papers 
4.1 Audit Committee 18 June 2020: Common Good Funds and Charitable Trusts 

Draft Accounts 2019/20. 

4.2 Audit Committee 26 November 2020: Common Good Funds and Charitable 
Trusts Audited Accounts 2019/20. 

4.3 EqIA Relevance Check. 

  



5. Appendices 
5.1 Appendix 1 - Stirling Council Common Good Fund 2019/20. 

5.2 Appendix 2 - Stirling Council Consolidated Small Charitable Trusts 2019/20. 

5.3 Appendix 3 - Dunblane Cemetery Memorial Garden (Maintenance) Trust 
2019/20.  
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Wards affected:  

Key Priorities: D - We will deliver inclusive economic growth 
and promote prosperity.  We will deliver a City 
Region Deal and pursue policies and solutions 
that encourage high quality, high paying jobs 
into all of Stirling's communities. 

Key Priority Considerations:  

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 

(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Prosperous - People are part of a prosperous 
economy that promotes inclusive growth 
opportunities across our communities 

 




