
Stirling Council Agenda Item No. 5 

Special Stirling Council 
Date of 
Meeting:  8 October 2020 

Not Exempt 

Scheme for the Establishment of Community Council – 
Review of Temporary Amendments 

Purpose & Summary 

On 5 May 2020, temporary amendments to the Scheme for the Establishment of 
Community Councils were agreed under the urgent business delegated decision making 
process set up during the early lockdown period due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Council is now asked to review the temporary amendments to enable Community 
Councils to hold Annual General Meetings (AGMs). 

Recommendations 

Council is asked to agree to the following revision to the temporary amendments to 
Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils:- 

10 Meetings 

The second and third paragraphs be amended to read as follows:- 

“The frequency of meetings will be determined by each Community Council, 
subject to a minimum of one annual general meeting and up to six ordinary 
meetings being held each year.  Community Councils may, but are not obliged to, 
hold an AGM, at which meeting office bearers are elected and independently 
audited accounts are approved, provided that this is held as a virtual meeting 
conducted within the rules for such meetings as set out in the temporary 
amendments to the Scheme dated 1 May 2020.” 

Resource Implications 

Officers from the Community Engagement Team may require to attend these meetings, 
however this would be part of their normal working practices. 

There is no impact on greenhouse gas emissions. 



Legal & Risk Implications and Mitigation 

If Community Councils continue to be unable to hold AGMs, there is a risk that some 
would fold.   

 

1. Background 

1.1 The Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 defines the purpose of a Community 
Council shall be to ascertain, co-ordinate and express to the local authorities for its 
area, and to public authorities, the views of the community which it represents. 

1.2 Community Councils are required to work to the terms of a Scheme for the 
Establishment of Community Councils approved by Council. 

1.3 On 23 August 2018, Council agreed a Scheme for the Establishment of 
Community Councils (amended 29 February 2019). 

1.4 During the Covid-19 pandemic, Community Councils are unable to meet in the 
usual way.  On 5 May 2020, under the Covid-19 urgent business delegated 
decision making process, Council agreed a number of temporary amendments to 
the Scheme in order to set a framework to ensure a level of consistency across all 
Community Councils in the Stirling Council area during the pandemic.  A copy of 
these temporary amendments is attached at Appendix 1 to this report. 

1.5 The amendment to paragraph 10 required “an AGM to be held as soon as 
practically possible following the end of Government lockdown rules, at 
which meeting office bearers are elected and independently audited accounts are 
approved.” 

 

2. Considerations 

2.1. At the time of the 5 May 2020 decision, it could not be predicted that the lockdown 
rules would continue to be in place some five months later.  A number of 
Community Councils have indicated that they wish to hold an AGM as soon as 
possible.  Council is therefore invited to consider a further temporary amendment to 
the Scheme to enable them to do so. 

 

3. Implications 

Equalities Impact 

3.1. The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality Impact 
Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact Assessment was 
not required as the proposals will benefit communities as a whole and will not 
impact on any particular groups. 

 



Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2. The contents of this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland Duty 
and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.3. Details of any direct sustainability impact as a result of this report and details of 
any Strategic Environmental Assessment.  Any documents should be listed as 
Background Papers.  

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.3. There is no impact on sustainability or climate change. 

3.4. This report does not relate to a Plan, Policy, Programme or Strategy, therefore a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required.  

Other Policy Implications 

3.5. None. 

Consultations 

3.6 The Convener and Vice Convener of the Community Planning & Regeneration 
Committee have been consulted on this report. 

4. Background Papers 

4.1. Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils. 

 

5. Appendices 

5.1. Appendix 1 - Temporary Amendments to the Scheme for the Establishment of 
Community Councils dated 1 May 2020. 
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Wards affected: All 

Key Priorities: B - We will target all forms of poverty across our 
communities and mitigate the impact of austerity and 
welfare cuts on those hit the hardest. 

Key Priority Considerations: Not applicable. 

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 
(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Achieving - People are skilled and supported to make a 
positive contribution to our communities 

  
 



 

Appendix 1 

 

 

Section 1 of the Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils, as agreed by 
Council on 28 February 2019, is temporarily amended as follows:- 

 

New Paragraph 1A 

1A Temporary Amendments to Scheme during period of Covid-19 Pandemic 2020 

 In noting the terms of Paragraph 1 – Introduction – that “For the avoidance of 
doubt, in the event of any inconsistency between these documents, Section 1 
of the Scheme takes priority”, the resulting effects of the following amendments 
shall apply, where appropriate, to Section 2 – Constitution and Section 3 – Standing 
Orders. 

 

(a) Under Government lockdown rules and as a consequence of legislation, 
Community Councils are not permitted to meet in person, but meetings may 
be held by video, teleconferencing or other remote means until such time as 
these rules change and Stirling Council has advised the Community Council 
that meetings in person can safely resume.   

 

(b) The platform to be used for any virtual meeting is for the Community Council 
to decide.  The Council has, however, advised staff and Elected Members not 
to use some platforms on Council devices due to serious security and 
vulnerability concerns identified by the Scottish Government and strongly 
advises Community Councils not to use platforms with an identified risk.  If 
Community Councils decide to use such platforms, Council officers will not be 
able to attend and participation by Elected Members may be affected. 

 

(c) Meetings may be held on dates previously agreed or at another date and time 
if appropriate.  A change of dates in these circumstances will not be classed 
as a special meeting, so long as changes are advertised in advance in the 
usual way as set out in the Constitution. 

 

(d) Virtual meetings may include members of the public where this can be 
accommodated, but this is not mandatory and for each Community Council to 
determine. 

 

(e) Whether or not they are able to attend, proper provision must be made to 
afford members of the public the opportunity to address the Community 
Council as set out in the following paragraph. 



 

(f) An Agenda for the meeting shall be published in the usual way and all 
Members of the Community Council and members of the public invited, in 
advance, to submit comments on any Agenda item to the Community 
Council’s generic email address or by other appropriate means; such views to 
be considered by the Members dealing with the items of business.  
Comments may also be submitted during the meeting itself, but the ability to 
receive comments in advance will assist the Community Council in managing 
a remote meeting.   

 

(g) Minutes of the meeting and details of any decisions taken must be recorded, 
in writing, in the usual way and made publicly available. Video or audio 
recording of meetings can only take place with the clear consent of all 
present, such consent to be recorded in the written minutes. 

 

 

9 Disqualification of Membership 

 The following sentence be removed:- 

 “If any member of a Community Council fails to attend any Community Council 
meeting, with or without submitting apologies, throughout a period of 6 months, the 
Community Council may terminate their membership with written notice to this 
effect.” 

 

10 Meetings 

 The second and third paragraphs be amended to read as follows:- 

 “The frequency of meetings will be determined by each Community Council, subject 
to a minimum of one annual general meeting and up to six ordinary meetings being 
held each year.  The Council requires an AGM to be held as soon as practically 
possible following the end of Government lockdown rules, at which meeting 
office bearers are elected and independently audited accounts are approved. 

 

 


