
Stirling Council Agenda Item No. 10 

Stirling Council 
Date of 
Meeting:  30 June 2020 

Not Exempt 

Stirling Council Food Growing Strategy 2020-2025 

Purpose & Summary 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval of the Stirling Council Food Growing 
Strategy 2020-2025 (Appendix 1).  

This Strategy has been developed with key partners.  Approval of the document is sought 
to enable the series of action plans that will support this Strategy, to be developed with 
stakeholder community engagement and consultation.  

Recommendations 

Council is asked to: 

1. approve the Stirling Council Food Growing Strategy;

2. agree that, following approval, the Council will work with partners to develop the
action plans that will support and implement this Strategy.  This will require further
consultation with communities, as well as: public, private, and third sector partners;
and

3. agree that the implementation of the Food Growing Strategy will be reviewed by
the Climate Emergency Short Life Working Group, with a focus on achieving early
and effective community engagement on the Strategy and Plans.

Resource Implications 

The development of the action plans that will support this Strategy will require staff time 
and partner resources.  

The implementation of the Strategy and action plans will require staff time and financial 
resources from the Council and partners. External funding will be pursued, where 
possible, to support implementation.  



Legal & Risk Implications and Mitigation 

Part 9 of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 Act places a duty on every 
local authority to prepare a food growing strategy which must be published by 1 April 
2020.  

There are no major risks associated with the recommendations in this report.  

1. Background 

1.1. The Food Growing Strategy (FGS) will help to guide Council and partner priorities 
to achieve the Vision that ‘everyone in Stirling who wishes to grow their own fruit, 
vegetables, herbs and flowers can do so via a range of growing opportunities in 
their area’. 

1.2. The FGS will be implemented alongside the Forth Valley and Lomond Leader Food 
and Drink Strategy ‘Alive with Food’ and the recently adopted Stirling Food 
Framework.  These three documents will contribute to Stirling achieving its ambition 
to become a Sustainable Food City. 

2. Considerations 

2.1. The Food Growing Strategy aims to contribute to the achievement of wider efforts 
to reduce the impact our food choices have on our planet.  Eating foods that are 
produced in the local area significantly reduces the distance from farm to fork, 
reducing carbon emissions from food transport and enabling better management of 
the environment in which food is produced.  This strategy fits with the Climate 
Emergency and the Council’s ambitions to work towards carbon neutrality. 

2.2. The FGS aims to encourage and empower people to grow their own food (GYO). 
Thereby providing the opportunity for people to experience the multiple social, 
economic and environmental benefits of GYO. 

2.3. Traditionally, GYO has taken place in private gardens and allotments, however 
there is now a growing shift towards other growing models, such as community 
gardens and growing in school grounds, parks and other public places.  The FGS 
will take a balanced approach to encouraging and supporting new and existing 
growing spaces in order to meet local needs. 

2.4. The FGS covers the whole of the Stirling Council area.  The development of the 
FGS has incorporated input from key stakeholders within the Council and external 
partners.  

2.5. The FGS has been developed in response to local and national evidence.  This 
evidence shows the need for the coordinated approach promoted through the FGS.  

2.6. The FGS is consistent with the expectations of Sustainable Food City accreditation. 
It identifies the need for action to address three main barriers: 

2.6.1. Access to land for food growing; 

2.6.2. Providing training and support for people interested in food growing; and 

2.6.3. Access to tools and resources for food growing. 



2.7. If approved by Council, partners will continue to develop the action plans that will 
support and implement this FGS in consultation with communities, public, private 
and third sector partners. 

3. Implications 

Equalities Impact 

3.1. The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality Impact 
Assessment process and it was determined that an Equality Impact Assessment 
was not required. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2. In preparing the contents of this report, in terms of the Fairer Scotland Duty, due 
regard has been given to reducing inequalities of outcome caused by socio-
economic disadvantage. 

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.3. This report was not considered relevant for a Strategic Environmental Assessment.  

3.4. Increased consumption of locally grown food has the potential to decrease local 
carbon emissions and contribute to Scotland’s carbon reduction targets.  

Other Policy Implications 

3.5. The Stirling Council Food Growing Strategy will align with a number of other 
strategies, including ‘Alive with Food and Drink’, Stirling Food Framework and 
Stirling’s commitment to the Climate Emergency. 

Consultations 

3.6. Workshops were held for Council staff and key partners in October 2018.  In 
December 2018 an online survey was released to the wider public. In November 
2018 a public workshop was held. 

3.7. In 2020 further consultation has taken place with key Council staff and partners 
including Forth Environment Link, Transition Stirling, Kitchen @44, Hub G63 and 
Keep Scotland Beautiful.  

3.8. As the actions plans are developed, these will be considered in close consultation 
with respective communities. 

4. Background Papers 

4.1. EqIA Relevance Check 

5. Appendices 

5.1. Appendix 1 – Stirling Council Food Growing Strategy. 
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Wards affected: All 

Key Priorities: C - We will create more affordable & social housing in 
all Stirling's communities. We will lead by example as 
an organisation in setting exceptional standards in 
building , environmental and employer practice, tenant 
relations & homelessness prevention 

Key Priority Considerations: F9 – We will make Stirling a Good Food City 

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 
(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Healthy - People are healthy and live active, full and 
positive lives within supportive communities 

  
 


