
Stirling Council Agenda Item No. 5 

Stirling Council 
Date of 
Meeting:  4 June 2020 

Not Exempt 

Recording of Meetings 
 

Purpose & Summary 

A Section CE45 Report, Schedule of Meetings up to the Summer Recess 2020, was 
agreed by the Chief Executive in consultation with relevant Elected Members.  This re-
introduced a limited number of Member level decision making meetings to take place up to 
the Council recess.  The meetings are being held remotely using Microsoft Teams or any 
other approved platform and the public will be excluded on public health grounds under 
the provisions of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020. 

There is no legal requirement for such meetings to be recorded.  However to ensure that 
the Council’s decision making processes continue to be transparent Council is asked to 
agree that the proceedings at all meetings scheduled to take place in June 2020 be 
recorded and the video recording made available for public viewing on the Council’s 
website after each meeting.  If agreed, the recording process will include this Council 
meeting from the point that the decision to record is taken. 

Recommendations 

Council is asked to agree that, with immediate effect, the proceedings at all Council, 
Committee and Panel meetings scheduled to take place in June 2020 be recorded and the 
video recording made available for public viewing on the Council’s website after each 
meeting. 

 

Resource Implications 

There are no specific financial implications for the proposal set out in this report.  The 
proposal, if approved, will have resource implications in terms of Officer time in making the 
recordings available to view on the Council’s website and in archiving. 

 

Legal & Risk Implications and Mitigation 

There are no significant legal or risk implications for the proposal set out within this report. 
Steps are currently being taken to update our Privacy Notices to ensure compliance with 
the Data Protection Act 2018.  



A failure to record and make available a recording of the proceedings at Council meetings 
could be viewed as a lack of transparency and openness when we are holding meetings in 
private on public health grounds in terms of Part 4 of schedule 6 to the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020. 

1. Background 

1.1. The Council at a special meeting held on 12 March 2020 agreed to extend the 
provisions of Section CE45 of the Scheme of Delegation “Additional Powers during 
Recess Periods” to allow the Chief Executive to determine, in consultation with 
appropriate Elected Members, any urgent matters in the event that a meeting of 
Council or relevant Committee could not be convened as a result of the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) global pandemic. 

1.2. A Section CE45 Report was agreed by the Chief Executive in consultation with 
relevant Elected Members, setting out a timetable of meetings of the Council, the 
Audit Committee and the Planning & Regulation Panel up until the summer recess. 

1.3. The meetings are being held remotely and in private on public health grounds in 
accordance with Part 4 of Schedule 6 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020.  

1.4. There is no legal requirement for meetings held remotely to be recorded.  Of the 
other Local Authorities holding meetings remotely a number are recording the 
proceedings for public viewing whilst others are merely making the minutes of the 
meetings available. 

 

2. Considerations 

2.1. Recording meetings held remotely would increase the transparency and openness 
of the decision making process, by allowing all members of the public the 
opportunity to view the proceedings after the meeting has taken place at a time of 
their choosing. 

2.2. All participants in the meeting would be advised that the proceedings are being 
recorded and the relevant privacy notices have been updated to ensure compliance 
with the Data Protection legislation. 

2.3. If there are exempt reports on an agenda, members will be invited to pass a 
resolution to exclude the public from the discussion on this part of the proceedings.  
On making this resolution the recording of the meeting would be stopped to ensure 
the discussion of such exempt business remains in private. 

2.4. If the proposal to record meetings is approved this will be adopted with immediate 
effect and the remainder of the Council meeting will be recorded and made 
available for public viewing. 

2.5. A separate report on this agenda is recommending the establishment of a Short 
Life Working Group which will agree future plans for the running of Council, 
Decision Making Committees, associated Panels and the Licensing Board, 
including the start of the first committee cycle, following the summer recess 

  



3. Implications 

Equalities Impact 

3.1. The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality Impact 
Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact Assessment was 
not required as this is simply a procedural report seeking authorisation to record 
meetings.   

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2. The content of this report was considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland Duty and 
were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.3. This report does not relate to a Plan, Policy Programme or Strategy therefore 
Strategic Environmental Assessment does not apply.  

3.4. No impact on climate change. 

Other Policy Implications 

3.5. None. 

Consultations 

3.6. Leader and Depute leader of the Council. 

4. Background Papers 

4.1. CE45 report, 11 May 20202 - Schedule of Meetings up to Summer Recess 2020. 

4.2. The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020.   

5. Appendices 

5.1. None. 
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Wards affected: All 

Key Priorities: N/A 

Key Priority Considerations:  

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 
(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

N/A 

  
 


