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Purpose & Summary 

The purpose of this paper is to propose to Council that £8,000 from the universal sanitary 
provision earmarked budget monies is used to support the delivery of a Stirling Council 
pre-loved school clothes online platform which would be a free service available to all 
families. 

Recommendations 

Council is asked to: 

1. agree that £8,000 from the universal sanitary provision earmarked budget monies
is used to support the delivery of a Stirling Council pre-loved school clothes online
platform.

Resource Implications 

In March 2018, Stirling Council set up a task group to support implementation of free 
access to sanitary products within Stirling schools and awarded £30,000 to support this.  
Stirling Council was also awarded £27,970, and set up costs of £9,745, from Scottish 
Government.  Universal sanitary provision is now available in all schools across Stirling 
and, due to the grant from Government, the funding from Stirling Council was not required.  
In order to tackle poverty in another way, the proposal is to use £8,000 of the Stirling 
Council monies previously earmarked for universal sanitary provision to set up the pre-
loved school clothes online platform and support this over the next 2 years.  The 
remainder of the earmarked monies, which is £22,000, would be returned to the general 
Stirling Council revenue fund.  

Recycling of clothes will reduce textile disposal costs to landfill. 

There is no impact on greenhouse gas emissions. 

Legal & Risk Implications and Mitigation 

There are no risks associated with the proposal. 



1. Background 

1.1. 19% of children in Stirling are living in poverty. 

1.2. Schools and families may have an abundance of good quality pre-loved school 
clothing which could quite easily be recycled and utilised by other families. 

1.3. Parents/families can be too proud or embarrassed to ask for help from school or 3rd 
parties due to perceived stigma associated with asking for help. 

1.4. Stirling Council can reduce the stigma of seeking help by making it easy, 
anonymous and modern to source anonymously pre-loved school clothing online at 
no cost.  The clothes would be posted directly to the recipient’s home address at no 
cost. 

1.5. This online platform could be life changing for the families of Stirling.  

1.6. Stirling Council could be the first local authority to host such an online platform. 

1.7. Stirling Council sends, on average, 1,300 tonnes of textile waste to landfill at a 
disposal cost of £150 per tonne.  The proposal would reduce landfill costs. 

1.8. The proposal to set up the online platform was a winning entry at the Lens 
competition over session 2018/2019.  The £8,000 requested would be used for 
storage, a web site, postage and PR materials. 

2. Considerations 

2.1. It is proposed that provisions are made to access an online platform, called the 
Stirling Council Pre-loved School Clothes Online Platform, to facilitate the sourcing 
of pre-loved school clothing at no cost for the citizens of Stirling.  The platform 
would be accessed through a company called Bluepark who would host the site for 
the Council at a cost of £60 per month.  This service would be available to all 
citizens of Stirling regardless of income thereby reducing any stigma which may be 
associated with sourcing pre-loved items.  IT and finance colleagues are 
comfortable with this platform. 

2.2. Over school session 2019/2020, phase one will include nurseries and primary 
schools.  Over school session 2020/2021, phase two will extend to include high 
schools.  Also in session 2020/2021, phase three will begin to include prom 
dresses and prom suits.  

2.3. A member of staff from the Parent and Family Support Team will manage and co-
ordinate the online platform in partnership with nurseries, schools, parent councils 
and the Stirling Council Communication Team. 

2.4. All donations will be laundered and anonymised prior to dispatching. 

3. Implications 

Equalities Impact 

3.1. The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality Impact 
Assessment process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact Assessment was 
not required. 

 



Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2. The contents for this report were considered in terms of the Fairer Scotland Duty 
and were determined not to be of strategic importance. 

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.3. There is no direct sustainability impact as a result of this report. 

3.4. There is no impact on the Council’s duty relating to climate change.   

Other Policy Implications 

3.5. There are no policy implications of this report. 

Consultations 

3.6. There have not been any consultations. 

4. Background Papers 

None. 

5. Appendices 

None. 
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Details of Convener(s), Vice Convener(s), 
Portfolio Holder and Depute Portfolio Holder 
consulted on this report 

All 

  

 

Wards affected: All 

Key Priorities: A - We will look after all of our citizens, from early years 
through to adulthood, by providing quality education 
and social care services, to allow everybody to lead 
their lives to their full potential  

Key Priority Considerations:  

Local Outcome Improvement Plan 
Priority Outcomes: 

Achieving - People are skilled and supported to make a 
positive contribution to our communities 

  

 


