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Purpose & Summary 

A meeting of Council on 3 May 2018 agreed changes to planning procedures related to the 

determination of planning applications at the Planning & Regulation Panel and the Chief 

Executive’s Sub-Scheme of Delegation as they relate to determining planning applications. 

The Council agreed that a report would be provided to the December 2018 meeting reviewing the 

impact and effectiveness of the changes.  This report has been prepared to provide that review. 

Recommendations 

Council is asked to: 

1. agree that the changes approved by Council on 3 May 2018 to the procedures for

determining planning application continue until 2 May 2019 when a further report will be

presented to Council with the outcome of the review of implementation over the period

June 2018 - March 2019.

Resource Implications 

It was anticipated that there would be a modest increase in planning applications being referred 

to the Planning & Regulation Panel, but that this would be offset by more efficient procedural 

arrangements. 

There has been little change to the numbers of planning applications being referred to the 

Planning & Regulation Panel.  The number of site visits have not reduced.  There are no other 

discernible resource implications that have arisen with the implementation of revised planning 

procedures. 

Legal & Risk Implications and Mitigation 

There are no known risks, and the recommendations meet with regulations related to 

determining planning applications, as referenced throughout this report. 



1. Background 

1.1. The changes approved by Council on 3 May 2018 relate to two areas of planning 

application handling: 1) the Scheme of Delegation for determining planning applications 

and 2) procedures that operate at the Planning & Regulation Panel.  The changes in each 

of these two aspects complement each other being: 

1.1.1. Speeding up planning application decision making as part of a range of 

improvements aimed at providing planning services that are ‘open for business’ 

and improving customer service. 

1.1.2. Providing certainty of process to improve customer service. 

1.1.3. Enabling the Planning & Regulation Panel to concentrate on planning applications 

of genuine wider public interest rather than minor developments raising 

neighbour disputes. 

1.1.4. Providing community empowerment by introducing an ability for objectors 

(where there are 5 or more) to trigger planning applications going to the Panel 

direct without first liaising with the local ward member to seek a referral. 

1.2. Changes to the Scheme of Delegation required approval by the Scottish Ministers.  This 

was obtained and the revised scheme of delegation became operational on 12 June 2018. 

1.3. Changes to the procedures at the Planning & Regulation Panel became effective for new 

planning applications being determined following the meeting of the Panel of 26 June 

2018.  

1.4. Ahead of the changes being introduced a letter and information briefing was sent to all 

Community Councils and 37 local architects and agents that are members of the Local 

Architects Forum. 

2. Considerations 

2.1. The review of effectiveness of the changes has looked at the purposes behind the changes 

and the findings are set out under each heading below. 

Speeding up Decision Making to be Open for Business 

2.2. Since the new procedures became effective on 12 June 2018, 12 planning applications 

have been considered by the Planning & Regulation Panel, however all but 1 of these 

related to planning applications that were submitted prior to the new procedures being 

introduced.  

2.3. Overall there has been little change in the time taken to determine planning applications 

in the 5 months since the new procedures became operational compared to the 5 months 

previously.  However, on closer scrutiny when volume of work is taken into account this 

indicates an underlying improvement in performance.  In the 5 months from June – 

November 2018, 100 more planning applications (399) were determined than in the 

previous 5 months (293).  The increase in workload of a third, with the same staff base 

maintaining performance, indicates that efficiency improvements have been made.  

 



2.4. Furthermore, it is clear that the new applications (post 26 June 2018) were determined 

significantly quicker than those received prior to the new procedures becoming effective.  

The average timescale for existing applications (pre June 2018) determined at the Panel 

was 219 days, compared to 128 days for new applications following the new procedures.  

Providing Certainty of Process  

2.5. A similar number of member referrals to the Planning & Regulation Panel were made in 

each period (7), however, no applications were held up since 12 June 2018 pending the 

outcome of the Planning Schedule process. 

Enabling the Planning & Regulation Panel to Concentrate on Planning Applications of Genuine 

Interest to the General Public 

2.6. Of the 12 applications determined by the Planning & Regulation Panel in the 5 months 

since June 2018, most of these are considered to raise matters that are of genuine public 

interest. 

Providing for Community Empowerment 

2.7. Of the 12 applications determined by the Planning & Regulation Panel in the 5 months 

since June 2018, 1 was triggered solely by there being 5 objections.  

2.8. The Council decision of 3 May 2018 stipulated that the review should include feedback 

from applicants, communities and elected members.  Some feedback has been 

ascertained, however, for a variety of reasons comprehensive feedback has not yet been 

able to be obtained.  However, of the feedback that has been received no feedback offers 

a negative view on the changes. 

2.9. It is difficult to assess how the procedures are working on such limited experience.  It is 

expected that most applications now being determined by Planning and Regulation Panel 

will have been submitted before June 2018. 

2.10. In light of the limited experience of applications being determined at the Panel and the 

limited feedback that has been obtained, it recommended that the procedures continue 

until May 2019. 

3. Implications 

Equalities Impact 

3.1. The contents of this report were assessed under the Council’s Equality Impact Assessment 

process.  It was determined that an Equality Impact Assessment was not required. 

Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.2  In preparing the contents of this report, in terms of the Fairer Scotland Duty, due regard 

has been given to reducing inequalities of outcome caused by socio-economic 

disadvantage, and any such impacts in respect of the proposals set out in this report are 

contained in the EqIA Relevance Check.  

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.3. There are no direct sustainability impact as a result of this report. 

Other Policy Implications 

3.4. None. 



 

Consultations 

3.5. Stirling Local Architects Forum – communication briefings and survey issued. 

3.6. Stirling Council Elected Members – survey issued. 

4. Background Papers 

4.1. EqIA Relevance Check. 

5. Appendices 

5.1. None. 
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Wards affected: All 

Key Priorities: D - We will deliver inclusive economic growth and promote 

prosperity.  We will deliver a City Region Deal and pursue 

policies and solutions that encourage high quality, high 

paying jobs into all of Stirling's communities. 

Key Priority Considerations: 
Recommendations are consistent with providing ‘open for 

business’ planning procedures. 

Stirling Plan Priority Outcomes: 

(Local Outcomes Improvement Plan) 

Prosperous - People are part of a prosperous economy that 

promotes inclusive growth opportunities across our 

communities 

  

 

  



 


