
STIRLING COUNCIL 

MINUTES of SPECIAL MEETING of the PROVOST’S PANEL held in the DRUMMOND 
ROOM, OLD VIEWFORTH, STIRLING on TUESDAY 22 APRIL 2014 at 11.30 am 

Present: 

Provost Mike ROBBINS (in the Chair) 
Bailie Mark RUSKELL (from item PV77) 
Bailie Violet WEIR 
Bailie Fergus WOOD 

In Attendance: 

Liz Duncan, Chief Governance Officer 
David MacKay, Accounting Team Leader, Governance & Resources 
Claire Dunbar, Committee Officer, Governance & Resources (Clerk) 

Also in Attendance: 

Lindsay Lennie, Stirling City Heritage Trust (for item PV77) 

Apologies: 

An apology for absence was received on behalf of Bailie Neil Benny 

PV76 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 

PV77 FUNDING TO REPAIR STIRLING WAR MEMORIAL 

The Stirling City Heritage Trust had submitted a request for funding towards the 
repair of the Stirling War Memorial and the commemorative plaques upon it.   

The Stirling War Memorial was erected in 1922 to commemorate the men of Stirling 
who died during WWI and plaques were subsequently added following WWII to 
commemorate the men who died in that conflict.  The monument was situated close 
to the Municipal Buildings and was an important part of the social and architectural 
history of Stirling. 

The Memorial, a Category B listed monument, was currently suffering disrepair, in 
particular to the boundary wall.  A conservation statement was attached as 
Appendix 2 to the report submitted by the Head of Governance & Resources.  The 
bronze plaques and decoration also required attention and the obelisk would benefit 
from being repointed.  Carrying out these repairs would ensure the memorial was 
restored to a condition reflecting its importance. 



A full schedule of works was attached as Appendix 3 to the report.  An experienced 
specialist contractor had been engaged to carry out the works. 

The anticipated total cost of the work was £39,804.  The Stirling City Heritage Trust 
had applied to the War Memorials Trust Centenary Memorials Restoration Fund for 
funding and had been awarded a grant of £29,853 which represented 75% of the 
total cost. 

The Trust had also successfully applied to the Clackmannan and Stirling 
Environmental Trust for an additional £4000. 

The Trust had now made a formal request to the Stirling Common Good Fund for 
the remaining balance of £5951 to ensure the work could proceed.  This decision 
was required before 10 May 2014 as this was the deadline to accept the War 
Memorial Trust grant. 

It was noted that a requirement of the War Memorials Trust funding was that Stirling 
Council had agreed to carry out planned on-going maintenance. 

Bailie Wood suggested that the Trust consider inviting the Criminal Justice Team to 
assist with any additional painting etc around the memorial. 

Decision 

The Panel agreed:- 

1. to note the current condition of the Stirling War Memorial; and

2. to approve the request of the Stirling City Heritage Trust to grant the
remaining balance of £5951 towards the Memorial’s restoration from the
Stirling Common Good Fund.

(Reference: Report by the Head of Governance & Resources, dated 2 April 2014, 
submitted) 

PV78 KIRKIN’ OF THE COUNCIL 

Kirkin’ of the Council was initially established as an Act of Commitment to mark the 
election of a new Council.  In recent years this had become an annual event, taking 
place at the Church of the Holy Rude.  As well as Councillors and Senior 
Management, invitations to attend the Kirkin’ of the Council were extended to the 
Guildry, local MPs and MSPs and other civic dignitaries. 

The Provost’s Panel at its meeting on 21 May 2013 (PV43 refers) had agreed that:- 

 the Kirkin’ of the Council should be held annually and rotate around the
Church of Scotland, the Roman Catholic Church and the Episcopal Church
within the City of Stirling;

 the Provost, Bailies and Service Manager, Chief Executive’s Office should
encourage Political Groups and the Council Management Team to attend
the Kirkin’ of the Council; and



 another event be held with other faith groups similar to the Scottish
Parliament’s “Time for Reflection”.

For a number of reasons, it had not been possible to arrange a service to be held in 
2013 and since then further ideas had been expressed. 

As the Council would traditionally attend the annual Remembrance Day service in 
the Church of the Holy Rude in November, it was suggested that the annual Kirkin’ 
service be held on the last Sunday in May or such other Sunday thereafter as would 
be convenient for the host church and Elected Members.  This would be particularly 
appropriate in local government election years but would also be convenient in 
other years. 

While the previous decision of the Panel was that services would take place in 
Stirling, it had since been suggested that this was not sufficiently inclusive.  The 
Church of the Holy Family in Dunblane, with which the Provost had a connection, 
was willing to host the Kirkin’ service for 2014.  The Service in 2015 could take the 
form of a multi-faith event, possibly in Stirling, and 2016 could be an Episcopal 
church service, perhaps in the rural area.  The Council elected in 2017 could return 
to the Church of the Holy Rude for the Kirkin’ in 2017. 

In response to questions from Elected Members, the Chief Governance Officer 
confirmed that members of other faiths were invited to all of the Kirkin’s and that it 
was intended that the service in 2015 would not be held in a Christian Church.  It 
was also suggested that a future Kirkin be held in the Baptist Church in Stirling. 

Decision 

The Panel agreed to reconsider its decision of 20 May 2013 and agree the 
arrangements for an annual Kirkin’ of the Council as set out in paragraphs 3.3 and 
3.4 of the submitted report. 

(Reference: Report by the Head of Governance & Resources, dated 10 April 2014, 
submitted) 

PV79 FREEDOM OF STIRLING - ASSOCIATED COSTS 

A report submitted by the Head of Governance & Resources sought approval for 
the cost of providing a live webcast of the Special Council meeting of 23 April 2014. 

The Special Meeting had been arranged to confer the Freedom of Stirling on Andy 
Murray.  It was proposed to broadcast the meeting live to the Victoria Hall, 
Dunblane.  Members of the public who had been unsuccessful in the ballot for 
tickets for the meeting would be invited to attend.  The live webcast would also be 
available to local primary schools. 

The cost of setting up the webcast would be £8,750 and it was proposed that this 
expenditure be met from the Civic Budget. 

Elected Members expressed concern at the cost, which would represent a 
substantial percentage of the Civic Budget and asked whether it would not be more 
appropriate for the cost to be met from another budget. 



 
Decision 
 
The Panel agreed to defer consideration of this matter until officers submitted a 
fuller report on the costs, alternative budget lines and, if approved, the potential 
impact on the Civic budget. 
 
(Reference: Report by the Head of Governance & Resources, dated 14 April 2014, 
submitted) 

 
 
 
 
 

The Provost declared the meeting closed at 11.57am 
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