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Changes 

Purpose & Summary 

The purpose of this report is to provide details on the proposed changes to the Vehicle 
Specification Policy (‘the Policy’) for both Taxi and Private Hire Vehicles. 

Recommendations 

The Panel is asked to consider implementing one or more of the following changes to the 
Vehicle Specification Policy for Taxi and Private Hire Vehicles:  

1. to remove engine size requirements from the Policy;

2. to include a provision in the Policy which explicitly permits the use of hybrid and
electric engine vehicles; and/or

3. to include a requirement in the Policy stating that the mandatory fire extinguisher in
each vehicle must be no older than five years from the date of manufacture.

Resource Implications 

There are no resource implications identified. 

Legal & Risk Implications and Mitigation 

There are no legal and risk implications associated with this report. 



1. Background 

1.1. Following discussion with taxi and private hire drivers at the Local Taxi Forum, it 
was made clear that many drivers felt that aspects of the current Policy was 
outdated and/or obstructive.  Specifically, the issues raised concerned the 
restricted choice of vehicles available to drivers as a result of minimum engine 
requirements.  For both Taxi and Private hire vehicles, this is currently 1.6cc.  

1.2. Drivers noted that as a result of the minimum engine capacity requirement, many 
electric, hybrid, or otherwise eco-friendly vehicles which would be suitable as taxi or 
private hire vehicle did not meet the criteria.  It has therefore been recommended 
that this minimum engine capacity requirement is removed from the Policy for both 
Taxi Vehicles and Private Hire Vehicles.  

1.3. For the purposes of avoiding any ambiguity, it is also suggested that the explicit 
approval of the use of electric and hybrid vehicles is also included within the Policy 
for both Taxi and Private Hire Vehicles.  

1.4. It has also been brought to the attention of the Licensing Team that fire 
extinguishers, which under the Policy must accompany each vehicle and are 
examined alongside its accompanying vehicle, are often several years old and not 
able to function appropriately.  In accordance with guidance from Fire Services, it 
was recommended that fire extinguishers be no more than five years old from the 
date of manufacture. 

2. Considerations 

2.1. Under the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Stirling Council has wide 
discretion over the governance and administration of taxi and private hire licensing 
matters.  

2.2. Under Stirling Council’s Scheme of Delegation, the Planning and Regulation Panel 
has authority to exercise the Council’s functions under the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982. 

2.3. The last time the Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Specification Policy was changed 
was in 2012.  

2.4. The majority of Scottish local authorities currently do not have minimum engine 
capacity requirement. 

2.5. Should the Panel agree to any of the above options (detailed under 
‘Recommendations’), the Vehicle Specification Policy for both Taxi and Private Hire 
Vehicles (see Appendix 1 and 2) would be amended in the following way: 

2.5.1. If Recommendation 1 is agreed to, the requirement in each Policy stating 
“have an engine capacity of at least 1.6cc” will be removed. 

2.5.2. If Recommendation 2 is agreed to, under the ‘Vehicle Type’ heading of 
each Policy, it would read “The vehicle can be any electric, petrol, diesel or 
hybrid vehicle.  It must also be one of the following”. 

2.5.3. If Recommendation 3 is agreed to, the requirement in each Policy to have a 
fire extinguisher will be amended to read “Have a fire extinguisher no older 
than five years from the date of manufacture fitted in a suitable fastener 
readily accessible to the driver (minimum capacity of 1kg of a suitable all-
purpose extinguisher)”. 



3. Implications 

Equalities Impact 

3.1. This section is not applicable.  

Sustainability and Environmental 

3.2. This section is not applicable. 

Other Policy Implications 

3.3. No other policy implications have been identified.  

Consultations 

3.4. The Taxi trade has been consulted and two separate Local Taxi Forum meetings 
have been held.   

4. Background Papers 

4.1. Not Applicable 

5. Appendices 

5.1. Appendix 1 – Taxi Vehicle Specification Policy. 

5.2. Appendix 2 – Private Hire Vehicle Specification Policy. 
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