STIRLING COUNCIL
MINUTES of MEETING of the PARENTAL APPEALS PANEL held via MICROSOFT
TEAMS on TUESDAY 22 JUNE 2021 at 2.30 pm
Present:
Alison MACLEOD (in the Chair)
Wendy WATSON

Councillor Maureen BENNISON

In Attendance:
Charlie Haggerty, Legal Manager (Legal Adviser to the Panel)
Alasdair MacLeod, Service Manager – Senior Phase & Youth Participation
Moyra McLaren, Acting Forward Planning Officer, Schools Learning & Education
Aileen More, Business Team Leader, Schools Learning & Education
David McDougall, Governance Officer (Clerk)
The Panel resolved, that under Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act
1973, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on
the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in
paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.
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APPEAL AGAINST PLACING REQUEST REFUSAL
The Panel had been asked to consider an appeal against a placing request refusal.
Members of the Panel had before them:(a)
(b)
(c)

Summary of Parental Appeals Panel Powers and Procedures;
Parental Submission; and
Education Authority Submission.

Copies of the placing request form and the Education Authority’s letter refusing the
request had also been circulated in advance of the meeting.
The Chair introduced the Members of the Panel and outlined the procedures to be
followed at the Hearing.
Alasdair MacLeod, Service Manager, represented the Education Authority
accompanied by Aileen More, Business Team Leader and Moyra McLaren, Acting
Forward Planning Officer.
The Appellants, the child’s mother and father, were present.
Alasdair MacLeod presented the case for the Education Authority and explained the
rationale for the refusal of the placing request.
The Panel and the Appellants asked questions of the Education Authority.

The Appellants presented their case, outlining the reasons why they were appealing
against the placing request refusal.
The Panel and the Education Authority asked questions of the Appellants.
Both parties were then given the opportunity to sum up their cases.
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and asked all parties to withdraw
from the meeting at this point in the proceedings to allow the Panel to consider the
evidence put before it. Both parties would initially be notified of the Panel’s decision
later that day via telephone call from the Clerk, with formal notification of the
decision being confirmed in writing within 14 days.
Decision
The Panel unanimously agreed to uphold the appeal.
After considering all the evidence, the Panel agreed that the grounds for refusal
relied upon by the Education Authority had been established and that it had been
appropriate to refuse the placing request for the reasons stated.
The Panel then considered whether in all the circumstances it was appropriate for it
to confirm the Education Authority’s refusal of the placing request. The Panel felt
that the issues raised during the meeting outweighed the grounds for refusing the
request put forward by the Education Authority. In particular, weight was given to
the need for continuity in the child’s schooling, their psychological diagnosis and
ongoing requirements for support and the fact that the family were resident in the
catchment area for a considerable period of time until recently and remained active
in the local community.

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 4.10pm

