
STIRLING COUNCIL 

MINUTES of MEETING of the PROVOST’S PANEL held in the WALLACE ROOM, OLD 
VIEWFORTH, STIRLING on TUESDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2017 at 10.00 am 

Present: 

Provost Mike ROBBINS (in the Chair) 
Bailie Neil BENNY 
Councillor Graham HOUSTON 
Bailie Violet WEIR 
Bailie Fergus WOOD 

In Attendance: 

Deborah Kilpatrick, Communications Officer, Children, Communities & Enterprise 
David MacKay, Accounting Team Leader, Localities & Infrastructure 
Liz Moffat, Reader Services Librarian, Children, Communities & Enterprise 
Karen Swan, Committee Officer, Localities & Infrastructure  
David McDougall, Governance Officer, Localities & Infrastructure (Clerk) 

Also in attendance: 

Gabriella Farquhar, Chair of the Bridge of Allan Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
Julie Russell, Depute Head Teacher, Bridge of Allan Primary School 
Clive Wright, Stirling Makar 

PV188 APOLOGIES AND SUBSTITUTIONS 

Apologies for absence were received from Bailie Mark Ruskell. 

PV189 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There was no declarations of interest. 

Agenda  

The Chair intimated his intention to alter the order of the Agenda.  The items were taken in 
the order minuted below.   

PV190  URGENT BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR 

There were no items of urgent business. 



PV191 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Provost Panel – 23 August 2016  

The minutes were approved as a correct record of the proceedings. 

PV192 BRIDGE OF ALLAN PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION – 
APPLICATION TO BRIDGE OF ALLAN COMMON GOOD FUND 

There had been a request from Bridge of Allan Primary School Parent Association 
(PTA), known as “FAST” – “Families and School Together” for a contribution of 
£2,030 from Bridge of Allan Common Good Fund towards the cost of a new Multi 
Use Games Area. 

The Multi Use Games Area would be an external all-weather games area with a 
polymeric surface.  It would be located next to the playground at the back of the 
school, taking up less than a fifth of the existing grass pitch and an eighth of the 
total playground.  

This funding if approved would be added to funding received from a number of other 
sources.   

Julie Russell and Gabriella Farquhar explained the journey they had taken from the 
initial concept to the point of breaking ground, potentially in February 2017.   

The all-weather games area would be opened to lunch time and afterschool clubs 
free of charge and would be used by existing local organisations.   

The Panel expressed congratulations on the exemplary work that had been carried 
out.  It was the agreed consensus of the Panel that should there be any potential 
extra costs, the amount of £2,500 would be granted to cover and any excess would 
be transferred to a maintenance pot for the stated project.  

Decision 

The Provost’s Panel agreed: 

1. that the application for a contribution from the Bridge of Allan Common Good
Fund met the guidance requirements, that the project was for the benefit of the
community or some or all of its inhabitants and so, agreed the request from Bridge
of Allan Primary School Parent Teacher Association for a contribution of £2,500
from Bridge of Allan Common Good Fund towards the cost of a new Multi Use
Games Area; and

2. delegate authority to the Director of Localities and Infrastructure to instruct the
transfer of money from the Bridge of Allan Common Good Fund to appropriate
bank account, following receipt of the confirmation that full funding has been

secured and the project was going forward.

(Reference: Report by Chief Officer – Governance (Localities & Infrastructure) dated 
31 January 2017, submitted) 



PV193 BRIDGE OF ALLAN COMMON GOOD – FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The report updated Members of the Provost’s Panel on the Bridge of Allan Common 
Good Fund projected outturn for 2016/17. 

The projected outturn position for 2016/17 showed a net income for the year of 
£2,434 and a balance sheet of £408,192, less the agreed contribution of £2,500 
(PV192 – Bridge of Allan Primary School Parent Teacher Association – Application 
to Bridge of Allan Common Good Fund).  

Decision 

The Provost’s Panel agreed: 

1. to note the projected outturn for 2016/17, which showed net income for the
year of £2,434 and a balance sheet position of £408,192.

(Reference: Report by Chief Officer – Finance (Localities & Infrastructure) dated 31 
January 2017, submitted) 

PV194 REVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL LINKS 

The report provided an overview of the current international links and relationships 
that existed formally and informally.  It also set out details of international activity 
that Council services were involved in that did not fall under formal, traditional 
twinning arrangements.   

The report proposed the development of a strategy for the future within the 
framework of existing priorities of the Council, its partner organisations and the 
wider communities.   

As part of this strategy, any proposals for new international links would be assessed 
and monitored against agreed criteria, with relative weighting, and reported to the 
Provost’s Panel for approval.  In August 2004, Council agreed to delegate to the 
Provost’s Panel responsibility to progress Stirling’s civic international links.   

In September 2008, Council agreed to develop a community-led approach to 
traditional twinning through support for local twinning associations and other 
community organisations which wished to undertake twinning activities.   

Council also agreed that the Scottish Government’s International Framework should 
serve as a basis for Council-led international partnership activities.  

However, links do not need to be formal agreements, but could be project specific 
and/or time limited where appropriate.  

Members discussed the Bonn Index and the method of scoring proposed for 
international links.  They had requested reference to ‘Community Cultural Links’ be 
included in the scoring criteria and a breakdown of the categorisation to include 
‘Informal Friendship Links’.   



Decision  

The Provost’s Panel agreed: 

1. to note the status of Stirling Council’s current international links;

2. to the development of an International links strategy for Stirling; and

3. the criteria to assess and monitor new international links.

(Reference: Report by Chief Officer – Governance (Localities & Infrastructure) 
(undated), submitted) 

PV195 INVESTMENT OF STIRLING COMMON GOOD FUND BALANCES 

The paper provided information on the options available for investing the balances 
on the Stirling, Bridge of Allan, Callander and Dunblane Common Good Funds.   

Decision  

The Provost’s Panel: - 

1. agreed to invest the Stirling, Bridge of Allan, Callander and Dunblane Common
Good Fund balances, less amounts to meet annual expenditure, in a fixed term
deposit for a period of 6 months with Lloyds Banking Group PLC; and

2. noted that the interest rates being used were the current rates being offered and
were subject to change at the point of investment.

(Reference: Report by Report by Chief Officer – Governance (Localities & 
Infrastructure), dated 31 January 2017, submitted) 

PV196 STIRLING COMMON GOOD FUND – FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The report updated Members of the Provost’s Panel on the Stirling Common Good 
Fund projected outturn for 2016/17. 

The projected outturn position for 2016/17 showed a net income for the year of 
£1,543 and a balance sheet position of £821,990.  

The Accounting Team Leader to clarify to the Panel Members the length of lease 
given at the Steeple and advise them accordingly.   

Decision  

The Provost’s Panel agreed: - 

1. to note the projected outturn for 2016/17, which showed net income for the year
of £1,543 and the balance sheet position of £,821,990.

(Reference: Report by Report by Chief Officer – Finance (Localities & 
Infrastructure), dated 31 January 2017, submitted) 



PV197 CALLANDER COMMON GOOD – FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The report updated the Members of the Provost’s Panel on the Callander Common 
Good Fund projected outturn position for 2016/17. 

The projected outturn position for 2016/17 showed a net income for the year of £7 
and a balance sheet position of £1,701.  

Decision  

The Provost’s Panel agreed: 

1. to note the projected outturn for 2016/17, which showed net income for the year
of £7 and a balance sheet position of £1,701.

(Reference: Report by Chief Officer – Finance (Localities & Infrastructure) dated 31 
January 2017, submitted) 

PV198 DUNBLANE COMMON GOOD – FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The report updated the Members of the Provost’s Panel on the Dunblane Common 
Good Fund projected outturn position for 2016/17. 

The projected outturn position for 2016/17 showed a net income for the year of £208 
and a balance sheet position of £35,727.  

The Accounting Team Leader to clarify to the Panel Members whether funds from 
sale of the toilets on Sinclair Street and the Council property in Caledonian Place 
should be added to the Common Good Fund.   

Decision 

The Provost’s Panel agreed: 

1. to note the projected outturn for 2016/17, which showed net income for the
year of £208 and a balance sheet position of £35,727.

(Reference: Report by Chief Officer – Finance (Localities & Infrastructure) dated 31 
January 2017, submitted).  

PV199 PROVOST CHARITY OF THE YEAR 2017 

At the Civic Committee meeting of 1 December 2015 it was agreed that the Provost 
would select a Provost’s Charity of the Year, to help raise awareness of and provide 
fundraising support to a particular local charity.   

In December 2016 the Council issued a press release seeking expressions of 
interest from local charities who would like to be considered as Charity of the Year 
for 2017. 



Following a review of the expressions of interest received, the Civic Committee 
agreed that Strathcarron Hospice would be put forward to the Provost’s Panel as 
the recommended organisation to be named Provost’s Charity of the Year 2017.  

Decision 

The Provost’s Panel agreed to name Strathcarron Hospice as the Provost’s Charity 
of the Year 2017.  

(Reference: Report by Chief Officer – Governance (Localities & Infrastructure) dated 
30 January 2017, submitted) 

PV200 STIRLING MAKAR – BI-ANNUAL REPORT 

The report summarised the activities of the Stirling Makar from April 2016 – January 
2017.  The Reader Services Librarian gave a breakdown of the work of the Stirling 
Makar: -  

• Writing poems relating to Stirling;

• Visiting Community Groups;

• Regular Makar Drop in Sessions at Central Library;

• Liaison with Writers Groups;

• Regular meetings with Council Representatives;

• Meeting Libraries; and

• Reading his work out in public.

The Stirling Makar advised the Panel that he would shortly be judging the ‘Stirling 
Off the Stanza Poetry’ Competition on 11 May 2017 and appear at a number of ‘Off 
the Page’ events in Bannockburn and Stirling.  On a note of interest, he explained 
that an event at the Stirling Smith would premier his new work “New Songs for 
Treasures Old: An Evening of new Poetry and Music for Stirling” on the 5 April 2017. 

The Panel expressed their thanks for this work, to which the Stirling Makar read his 
lead poem ‘The Rock’. 

Decision 

The Provost’s Panel agreed: 

1. to note the range of activity undertaken by the Stirling Makar during the reporting
period.

(Reference: Report by Senior Manager Economic, Development & Regeneration 
(Children, Communities & Enterprise) dated 31 January 2017, submitted) 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 11:05am 
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