
 

STIRLING COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES of SPECIAL MEETING of STIRLING COUNCIL held in the COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, VIEWFORTH STIRLING on WEDNESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2012 at 6.30pm 

 

Present: 

Provost Mike ROBBINS (in the Chair) 

 Councillor Neil BENNY 
Councillor Alistair BERRILL 
Councillor Johanna BOYD 
Councillor Margaret BRISLEY 
Depute Convener Callum CAMPBELL 
Councillor Martin EARL 
Councillor Scott FARMER 
Councillor Danny GIBSON 
Councillor Alycia HAYES 
Councillor John HENDRY 
Councillor Graham HOUSTON 
 

Councillor Graham LAMBIE 
Councillor Alasdair MacPHERSON 
Councillor Corrie McCHORD 
Councillor Ian MUIRHEAD 
Councillor Steven PATERSON 
Councillor Mark RUSKELL 
Councillor Christine SIMPSON 
Councillor Jim THOMSON 
Councillor Violet WEIR 
Councillor Fergus WOOD 
 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Claire Dunbar, Committee Officer, Governance & Resources 
Liz Duncan, Chief Governance Officer (Clerk) 
Fiona Fulton, Communications Officer, Chief Executive’s Office 
Bob Jack, Chief Executive 
Claire Milne, Principal Planning Officer, Economy, Planning & Regulation 
Peter Morgan, Chief Planning Officer, Economy, Planning & Regulation 
Kevin Robertson, Head of Economy, Planning & Regulation 
Willie Watson, Head of Governance & Resources  
 
 
SC56 APOLOGIES 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
 

SC57 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 

SC58 STIRLING LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN: PROPOSED PLAN 
 
The Council was progressing the production of a new Stirling Local Development 
Plan in accordance with the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006, which would update 
the development planning framework and guide the future use and development of 
land in the area for the next 20 years. 
 



 

A report submitted by the Head of Economy, Planning & Regulation described the 
process undertaken to date and sought approval for the publication of the Proposed 
Local Development Plan and its associated supporting documents and reports. 
 
Councillor Johanna Boyd, Portfolio Holder for Policy & Performance, introduced the 
report.  Councillor Boyd stressed that the Plan was not a static document and would 
be kept responsive, relevant and up to date.  She highlighted the extensive 
consultation process that had been undertaken in preparing the Proposed Local 
Development Plan and went on to outline the changes that had been made from the 
Draft Proposed Plan (October 2011) to the Proposed Plan as set before Council.  Full 
details were contained in the aforementioned report.  The Council commended the 
work of the officers involved. 
 
Councillors were given the opportunity to ask technical questions of the officers. 
 
Councillor Boyd tabled a proposed amendment to Policy 2.4: Safeguarding 
Employment Land and Property, which had been put forward by Councillor Ian 
Muirhead. 
 
Motion 
 
“That the Council approves the recommendations contained in the submitted report, 
together with the tabled amendments to Policy 2.4.” 
 
Moved by Councillor Johanna Boyd, seconded by Councillor Alistair Berrill 
 
Direct Negative 
 
Councillor Jim Thomson, seconded by Councillor Alasdair MacPherson, moved the 
Direct Negative 
 
 
The following matters were considered during the debate that followed:- 
 

• The deletion of Airthrey Kerse (H056) as an allocated site due to concerns over 
flooding.  It was noted that this was one of the main allocations with a potential 
flooding risk which SEPA had objected to, and therefore could not be considered 
an effective site at this stage.   

 
Some future expansion to Causewayhead was indicated (unallocated), however 
there were complexities in terms of flooding across the whole of the site which 
had still to be considered in greater detail. 
 

• The impact of any future developments across the Council area on school rolls. 
 

• The deletion of Kildean (H054) as a housing allocation and the emphasis on 
more appropriate business use on the site. 
 

• The potential for an additional convenience (food) retail development to be 
provided at Crookbridge (R12) as well as South Stirling Gateway (R09). 
 

• The protection of battlefield sites in line with Historic Scotland Guidance. 
 



 

• The scale of housing development required and the percentage of the overall 
housing allocation that would be located in the Bannockburn and Eastern Villages 
areas. 
 

• The importance of a sense of place and the potential for developing sustainable 
communities. 
 

• The need for affordable and social housing (reference was made to Policy 2.2 
Planning for Mixed Communities and Affordable Housing). 
 

• The potential closure of Cornton Vale women’s prison and the possibility of using 
the site for future development. 

 

• The policies covering quality design of developments. 
 

• The risk to the Council if the Proposed Local Development Plan was not 
approved. 

 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Graham Houston, the Principal Planning 
Officer confirmed that a reference to a spatial strategy being developed for Dunblane 
Town Centre had been omitted in error from the Proposed Plan appended to the 
submitted report and that it would be included in the version to be published for 
formal public consultation and submission to Scottish Ministers. 
 
 
On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:- 
 
For the Motion (11) 
 
Councillor Neil Benny 
Councillor Alistair Berrill 
Councillor Johanna Boyd 
Depute Convener Callum Campbell 
Councillor Martin Earl 
Councillor Danny Gibson 
Councillor John Hendry 
Councillor Corrie McChord 
Provost Mike Robbins 
Councillor Christine Simpson 
Councillor Violet Weir 
 
Against the Motion (10) 
 
Councillor Scott Farmer 
Councillor Alycia Hayes 
Councillor Graham Houston 
Councillor Graham Lambie 
Councillor Alasdair MacPherson 
Councillor Ian Muirhead 
Councillor Steven Paterson 
Councillor Mark Ruskell 
Councillor Jim Thomson 
Councillor Fergus Wood 



 

 
Not Voting (1) 
 
Councillor Margaret Brisley 
 
 
Decision 
 
The Motion was carried by 11 votes to 10 with 1 Member not voting and accordingly 
the Council agreed to:- 
 
1. approve the Proposed Local Development Plan, as attached at Appendix 1 to 

the submitted report, and its associated Appendices and accompanying 
Proposed Supplementary Guidance, with the exception of Policy 2.4: 
Safeguarding Employment Land and Property which shall be amended as set 
out in the Appendix to these Minutes; 

 
2. publish the Proposed Local Development Plan and supporting documents 

(including on the internet), send a copy to Scottish Ministers, issue the 
necessary public notices and place copies in the public libraries in the area, in 
accordance with the requirements set out with the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 
2006; 

 
3. allow a period of up to 8 weeks for representations to be made on the 

Proposed Local Development Plan between 15 October and 10 December 
2012, including notifying the relevant bodies, in accordance with the 
requirements set out with the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006; and 

 
4. approve the Participation Statement contained within the updated 

Development Plan Scheme (at Appendix 2 to the submitted report) and note 
the future stages and timescales towards an adopted Local Development 
Plan. 

 
(Reference:  Report by Head of Economy, Planning & Regulation, dated 17 
September 2012, submitted) 

 
 
 
 
 

The Provost closed the meeting at 8.05pm 
 



 

APPENDIX 
 

 
Stirling Local Development Plan: Proposed Plan (September 2012) 
 
Amended Policy 
 
Policy 2.4: Safeguarding Employment Land and Property 
 
(a) All employment land and property, (particularly those sites allocated in the Plan at 

Appendix B), for Class 4 business, Class 5 general industry, Class 6 storage and 
distribution, and/or waste management purposes, will be safeguarded for 
employment generating uses. 
 

(b) For allocated sites and sites within the Employment Safeguarding Areas shown on 
the Proposals Maps, other uses will only be supported where one or more of the 
following circumstances apply:- 
 
(i) The site is no longer required to maintain an effective supply of employment 

land set out within the Spatial Strategy – see also part (d). 
 

(ii) The use is ancillary to, or complements, the overall employment use (e.g. 
small scale renewable energy developments). 

 
(iii) The use is consistent with Policy 2.8 dealing with sites suitable for a mix of 

uses, and is to be delivered in conjunction with an employment use, thereby 
enabling the majority of the site to be developed for employment purposes. 

 
(c) For unallocated sites, other uses will only be supported where it has been proven 

that the site has been unsuccessfully marketed for employment purposes for a period 
of 12 months or more. 
 

(d) The Schedule at Appendix B lists the existing land supply and new land allocations 
that make up the overall supply of employment land.  These will be monitored 
through the annual Employment Land Audit, which will also monitor windfalls, and will 
be used to determine if an effective land supply is being maintained and if a change 
of use is appropriate. 
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