
STIRLING COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING of the PETITIONS PANEL held in THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, VIEWFORTH, STIRLING, on THURSDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2009 at 
9.00 am 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor Neil BENNY (Chair – Item PT04) 
Councillor Steven PATERSON 
 
Also Present: 
 
Councillor Jim Thomson 
 

Councillor Ian BROWN  
 
 
 
 

In Attendance: 
 
Liz Duncan, Solicitor to the Council 
Fiona Fulton, Communications Officer, Chief Executive’s Office 
Margaret Murray, Committee Officer, Corporate Services (Clerk) 
 
Apologies: 
 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Colin Finlay. 
 
 
PT01 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
A non-financial declaration of interest in relation to Item 5 on the Agenda was made 
by Councillor Steven Paterson. 
 
 

PT02 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
 
On 11 September 2008 the Council established a cross-party Petitions Panel to 
consider Petitions submitted in accordance with the agreed Petitions Procedure and 
appointed Councillors Neil Benny, Ian Brown, Colin Finlay and Steven Paterson as 
Members of the Petitions Panel.  The Council delegated it to the Panel to appoint a 
Chair. 
 
Councillor Ian Brown, seconded by Councillor Steven Paterson nominated Councillor 
Neil Benny as Chair of the Panel. 
 
Decision 
 
The Panel appointed Councillor Neil Benny as Chair. 
 
(Reference – Report by Director of Corporate Services, dated 30 January 2009, 
submitted.) 
 
 



PT03 URGENT BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY CHAIR 
 
There was no urgent business brought forward by the Chair. 

 
 
PT04 PETITION  -  WILLIAM ‘CITIZEN’ JAFFRAY 

 
A valid submitted Petition requested that the Council recognised, in an appropriate 
way, the contribution of one of its outstanding citizens of the past, William ‘Citizen’ 
Jaffray of Cambusbarron.  Also, that recognition should be proportionate to the good 
that this now largely forgotten man had done for his community. 
 
The Panel invited Mr Peter Paterson, principal Petitioner, to speak in support of the 
Petition. 
 
Mr Paterson informed the Panel that William ‘Citizen’ Jaffray was born, lived and died 
in the same house in Cambusbarron (1749 – 1828).  He was instrumental in freeing a 
Caribbean woman whom he discovered on a boat on the Forth and Clyde Canal from 
returning to her owner in the West Indies to continue a life of slavery.  After 
persuading the woman to abscond, he had taken her before magistrates in Glasgow 
who explained that slavery had been abolished in the United Kingdom and declared 
that she was a legally free person.  He also risked his liberty by publicly endorsing 
the egalitarian and libertarian principles during the French Revolution, which, out of 
admiration, affection and respect earned him the nickname  ‘citizen’. 
 
Initially at his own expense, he inoculated in the region of 16,000 people against the 
then prevalent disease of smallpox.   It was estimated that at that time one in four 
children died from smallpox and other related ailments.  His inoculation programme 
resulted in the survival of over 4,000 people across the Stirling area.  It had been 
established that he had been made an honorary member of the Inoculation 
Establishment. 

 
Mr Paterson intimated that when reviewing the activities and behaviour of people 
over the last 300 years, it would be difficult to find someone who had done so much 
at his own expense for no reward and that this was an opportunity to recognise this 
forgotten citizen. 
 
In response to a question, it was confirmed that Cambusbarron Community Council 
had been approached regarding the Petition but that no official response had been 
received. 
 
The Panel gave consideration to proposals that could be taken forward in recognition 
and in honour of William Jaffray.  Following consideration, the Panel agreed to 
submit a proposal for a citizenship award in the name of William ‘Citizen’ Jaffray as 
part of the bi-annual Provost’s Awards to the Civic Meeting and Provost’s Panel.  
Other proposals put forward included a street named in his honour and an example 
of good citizenship included in the Curriculum for Excellence programme.  
 
The Chair indicated that, if required, he would be happy to attend the Provost’s Panel 
to speak in favour of the Petition. 
 



Decision 
 
The Panel agreed: 
 
(1) that a proposal for a citizenship award in the name of William ‘Citizen’ Jaffray 

as part of the bi-annual Provost’s Awards be submitted to the Civic Meeting 
and Provost’s Panel for consideration. 

 
(2) that the decision of the Provost’s Panel be reported to a future meeting of the 

Petitions Panel. 
 
(Reference – Report by Director of Corporate Services, dated 30 January 2009, 
submitted.) 
 
 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.25 am 
 


	Declarations of Interest 
	Appointment of Chair 
	Petition - William 'Citizen' Jaffray
	Appendix 2
	Appendix 1 

	Back to top



