
STIRLING COUNCIL

MINUTES of MEETING of the CARE COMMITTEE held in
VIEWFORTH, STIRLING on THURSDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 1997 at
10.30 am.

Present:-

Councillor Pat KELLY (in the Chair)

Councillor Rob BALL Councillor Helen HODGINS
Depute Provost Margaret BRISLEY Councillor Arthur IRONSIDE
Mr Colin COLLIE (Co-opted) Councillor Ian LAMBIE
Mrs Nancy CRUICKSHANK (Co-opted) Councillor Helen SCOTT
Councillor Anne DICKSON (Substitute) Councillor Anne STRANG
Councillor Tom HAZEL (Substitute) Councillor John WYLES

Also Present:-

Councillor Tommy Brookes

In Attendance:-

Mr Grant Alexander, Service Manager, Advice Services, Housing and Social Services
Mr Peter Farquhar, Solicitor, Civic Services
Ms Linda McAlpine, Executive Officer, Housing and Social Services
Mr Don Monteith, Press and P R Manager, Chief Executive’s Services
Ms Jill Preston, Director of Housing and Social Services
Ms Val Rooney, Head of Housing Services, Housing and Social Services
Ms Fiona Matheson, Committee Services Manager  (Clerk)

Apologies:-

Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillors Keith Harding and
Corrie McChord, Mr Stan Irvine and Mr Ron Skinner.

CA52 MINUTES - MEETING OF THE CARE COMMITTEE HELD ON 12 JUNE 1997

Decision

The Committee approved the Minutes of Meeting of the Care Committee held on
17 April 1997 as a correct record of the proceedings.
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Matters Arising

(1) With reference to item CA48 - Rough Sleepers Initiative, Councillor H Scott
enquired whether the Council had submitted its outline homelessness strategy
to the Scottish Office and, if so, if a copy of the final document could be made
available. The Director of Housing and Social Services advised that work on
the document was still ongoing and that it would be made available to all
Members once finalised.

(2) With reference to item CA50 - Integration of Emergency Services, Councillor
H Scott requested an update on the progress which had been made on the
integration of emergency services and on achieving an implementation date of
1 October 1997.  The Director of Housing and Social Services confirmed that
since substantial detail required to be conveyed on the matter, progress report
would be submitted to the next meeting of the Care Committee.

CA53 QUESTIONS

The Chair confirmed that one written question had been received in terms of Standing
Order Number 23.  The question and answer is contained in Appendix 1.

CA54 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE HOUSING PANEL

At the special meeting of Council held on Thursday 21 August 1997 a report entitled
Mid Term Review - Standing Committees, Chairs and Vice Chairs of Committees and
Spokespersons was considered.  It had been remitted to this Committee to appoint
new Members and a Chair to the Housing Panel as a result of resignations and
decisions taken by Council on 21 and 25 August 1997.

Decision

The Committee agreed:-

(1) to appoint the following Members of the Committee to the Housing Panel:-

Councillor Pat Kelly
Depute Provost Margaret Brisley

(2) to appoint Councillor Pat Kelly as Chair of the Housing Panel and;

(3) to appoint Councillor Anne Strang as Vice Chair of the Housing Panel.

(Reference - Report by Director of Civic Services s dated 18 September 1997,
submitted.)
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CA55 SHELTER SCOTLAND’S “HOUSING FOR GOOD” CAMPAIGN

On 23 June 1997, Shelter Scotland had undertaken a ‘Day of Activity’ in Stirling to
raise awareness of housing and homelessness as part of their “Housing for Good”
campaign.  Shelter Scotland were seeking endorsement from Councils and agencies,
for the campaign and a report by the Director of Housing and Social Services detailed
how partnership working and activities already underway within Stirling Council were
compatible with the aims of the campaign.

During discussion it was confirmed that endorsing the aims of the campaign would not
constrain or conflict with the work of the Allocations Group (set up previously by this
Committee) which was currently examining issues surrounding housing and
homelessness as part of its remit to report on policy options for the development of a
new Housing Allocations policy for Stirling Council.

The Committee also made reference to the potential benefits of the Government’s
Welfare to Work proposals for young homeless people, the importance of cross-
service working on homelessness related issues, the need to raise awareness
amongst tenants and private landlords of their respective rights and responsibilities,
legal or otherwise, etc.

The Director of Housing and Social Services confirmed that the issue of
homelessness would feature in a range of future reports to Committee on these and
other issues including the work being undertaken by the Sustainability Working Group
in relation to the Council’s Social Charter.

Decision

The Committee agreed:-

(1) to formally endorse the principles of Shelter Scotland’s “Housing for Good”
campaign; and

(2) to note that the findings of the Housing Allocations Group would be reported
to the Committee in the near future.

(Reference - Report by Director of Housing and Social Services dated 18 September
1997, submitted.)

CA56 CHARGING POLICY - CHANGES TO HOMECARE

The Council set its budget on 6 March 1997 when a decision was taken to take 50%
of attendance allowance or disability living allowance care component into account as
income when assessing users’ contributions towards their homecare costs.
Information subsequently gathered on service users had led to concerns over the
potential impact on some groups of applying this level of charge.  A report by the
Director of Housing and Social Services proposed that the level of charge be reduced
to 25%.  This would mean however that the required budget savings of £155,000
would be reduced to £92,000.

The Director of Housing and Social Services confirmed that, by pursuing a
“maximisation of income approach” which meant pro-actively encouraging a greater
take up of benefits higher levels of income would be accrued by the Service
particularly in successive years.  Notwithstanding this however, the proposed change
of policy, would mean that it was unlikely that the necessary budget savings could be
achieved with only six months of the current financial year remaining.  Housing and
Social Services were making every effort to ensure that any shortfall was kept to the
absolute minimum.  The matter of the resource implications would be referred for
consideration by the Resources Committee on 25 September 1997.
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Decision

The Committee agreed:-

(1) to approve a policy change to take 25% of attendance allowance or disability
living allowance care component into account as income when assessing
users’ contributions towards their homecare “costs”;

(2) to note that every effort was being made by the Service to reduce the £63,000
shortfall;

(3) that the resource implications of the policy change be referred to the
Resources Committee on 25 September 1997.

(Reference - Report by Director of Housing and Social Services dated 18 September
1997, submitted.)

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 11.10 am
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Appendix 1

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLOR HELEN SCOTT FOR ANSWER BY THE CHAIRMAN
OF CARE COMMITTEE

Question

1. “What has been the cost to the Council of supporting the Freedom of Choice
Campaign, by printing leaflets to tenants, hiring halls for meetings, as well as Officers’
time involved, and perhaps Councillors’ expenses, concerned with the transfer of
Scottish Homes stock?”

2. “If the Council were to be successful in persuading the Scottish Homes tenants to
vote ‘No’ in the ballot and thereafter to choose the Council as a landlord, where would
the money come from (i) to buy the houses (ii) to install the much needed central
heating and double glazing?  How long would this programme take to implement?”

Answer

1. Cost of Campaign

Letters/leaflets to tenants £19

Postage £168

Halls hire (Council premises and business) £00

Councillors expenses
(No claims received to date)

Officers’ time £203
____

TOTAL £390

2. Acquisition and Improvement of Stock

As a strategic issue, there would be ongoing discussions with the Scottish Office over
the potential capital sums involved in acquiring and improving the stock for the future.
Implementation of central heating and double glazing improvements are phased over
a period, dependent on stock condition, weather, tenants’ consultation etc.
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